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Advertiſement. 


HE curious and intereſting Narrative, 
contained in the following ſheets, 
has hitherto eſcaped the notice of all 

our writers. The public, therefore, will 
think itſelf obliged to thoſe, who have, 

now for the firſt 1 time, brought ſo valuable a 

memoir to light; as it explains, at full 

length, all the moſt ſecret particulars of 
what is commonly called the Rye-Houſe Plot; 
and of the preparatory ſteps abroad to Mon- 
mouth's Rebellion, which happened a few 
years after. 

This account of both thoſe moſt remark- 
able tranſactions was written by the fa- 
mous Ferd Lord Grey, who had been a prin- 


cipal actor in both, and while he was ſtill 
a priſoner in the Tower for the part he acted 


in the latter. It is printed, without the leaſt 
variation, from a manuſcript which is 
faithful tranſcript of the original, figned by 
him before the Earl of Sunderland, Prime 
Miniſter to King James the Second: And his 
Letter to that Prince, which accompanied the 
A 2 Narrative, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Narrative, is here prefixed. It would be im- 
pertinent to ſay any thing in recommenda- 
tion of this anecdote ; which every intelli- 
gent reader will be eager to ſee, both on ac- 
count of the ſubject, in itſelf extremely af- 
fecting; and of the writer, who was twice 
in danger of loſing his head for the ſhare 
he had in the conſpiracies he deſcribes. 
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Lord GRE Y's Letter 
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< 
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KING JAMES II. 


50 it pleaſe 5 407% | 


jeſty s command by m 
lord Lumley, that I ſhould 


in writing acquaint you 


with all J know of the deſigned re- 
bellion Fin your Majeſty's brother's 
time, th: late King; and with the 
correſpondence the late Duke of Mon- 
mouth held in England, in order to 
his rebellion againſt your Majeſty (in 
which I was unfortunately engaged, 
and in my heart do ſincerely repent 
of ) I have, in obedience to your Ma- 
jeſty, given you the fulleſt account I 

can : 


LJ 
can: and call God to witneſs (in 
whoſe hands I am) that I have not 
wiltully concealed any thing from 
you, that I think of the leaſt import- 
ance for your Majeſty to know ; and 
this I have done to make the beſt re- 
paration I can both to God and your 
' Majeſty, for my fin againſt him in my 


rebellion againſt you. Had the fear of 
death been an inducement to me, I 


ſhould have followed the example of 
thoſe who have made diſcoveries ; but 
did not think it became me to treat 

with your Majeſty, nor to aſk that of 
you which I could have no pretenſ1- 
ons to. If the ſhedding my blood 
can be for your Majeſty's intereſt, I 
| ſhall be very willing to part with it; ; 
and only defire I may have the ſatis- 
faction to know that it will be an 
atonement for the crimes I have com- 
mitted againſt you: but if your Ma- 
jeſty, out of your great clemency, ſhall 
think fit to ſave me, I hope you will 


believe | 


— > 1] 
believe that (beſides the ties of ho- 
nour, Juſtice, and gratitude) my own 
inclination will ever oblige me to ſa- 
crifice the life you give to your ſer- 
vice, when you pleaſe to command 
it. I lie, Sir, at your Majeſty s feet, 
where tho cannot expect, yet it is a 
pleaſure to beg for mercy : the con- 
ſideration of myſelf deſtroys all hopes 
of that kind, but the obſervation of 
your Majeſty” s univerſal goodneſs af- 
fords me inany. I Þray God bleſs 
your Majeſty with a long and happy 


reign over your people; and may all 


thoſe periſh that ever lift up a thought 
againſt your Majeſty's life, or for the 


diſturbing of the _ of your go- : 


vernment. 
Your Maiely's 
moſt unfortunate ſubject, 


FORD GREY. 
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CONFESSION 


FORD Lord Gay. 


OM E ſhort time after the bill of 2 
cluſion had met with the fate it deſer- 


ved, in the houſe of lords, the duke 


of Monmouth, my lord Shaftſbury, my lord 
Ruſſel and myſelf, being together at Tha- 
net houſe (as, we often were about that 
time) there began a diſcourſe amongſt us 
upon the rejecting that bill; and tho' it be 
impoſſible for me to repeat what each man 
ſaid, yet I well remember it was the opi- 
nion of all, that the king would never ſuf- 


fer that bill to paſs the houſe of lords, unleſs 


compelled to it; and that all thoſe, who had 


appeared for it, in the two houſes of parlia- 


ment, 
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Cans | 
ment, were marked out for deſtruction, if 
ever your majeſty came to the crown. After 
ſome diſcourſe of that kind J remember my 
lord Shaftſbury exprefled himſelf to this 
purpoſe: That it was our own faults, if we 
did not obtain that bill, and feveral other 
things, of the king, which the people of 
England had ſet their hearts upon; for there 
was a great ferment in the kingdom, occaſi- 


oned by the many prorogations, and diffolu- 


tions of parliaments, and other artifices uſed 
to ſtifle the popith plot, and prevent the |] 
execution of juſtice on thoſe concerned in it; 
and by the lords throwing out the bill of ex- 
clufion ; which all thinking men looked 
upon as the king's act, and did believe him 

to be in all parts of the popiſh plot except } 
the murder of himſelf, which he did not - | 
think was intended, knowing the papifts 
were well aſſured of his zeal to their re- 
ligion: That we had committed a great 


error in being ſo long a ſcreen between 1 


the king and the houſe of commons, who 
once were ready and willing to have laid him 
open to his people, and had done it, if they 
had not been prevented, and that chiefly by 
himſelf (of which he heartily repented) 
dut that being over, it was now time to look 

| forwards, 


„ 
forwards, and think of ſaving ourſelves, 
and thoſe that had been concerned with us 
in the proſecution of the popith plot, and the 
bill of excluſion: That he thought it no 
difficult matter, if the duke of Monmouth, 
my lord Ruſſel, and others of quality and 


Intereſt in the kingdom, did Jointly apply 


themſelves to the taking up of arms; which 
infallibly would have this conſequence (with- 
out any danger to us) that the king would 


condeſcend to a compliance with the deſires 


of his people in parliament, and facrifice 
a hundred brothers rather than hazard his 
crown, ſo well was he acquainted with the 
temper of the king. This fort of diſcourſe 
we often heard from my lord Shaftſhury, 


without intending ever to follow his advice, 


and did divert ourſelves with the - pains” he 
took to incline us to a rebellion. who gave 
him no I at that time, to ex- 
pect it from us. The firſt time that ever 


we entered upon methodizing an inſurrec- 


tion, was (to the beſt of my remembrance) 
occaſioned by the news of the king's ſecond 
ſickneſs at Windſor, which came to the 


duke of Monmouth at Locket's, by Mr. 


Pope, who was juſt come from Windfor. 


Sir Thomas Armſtrong and myſelf were then 


at 
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at dinner with the duke of Monmouth, and 
we all three went immediately to my lord 
Shaftſbury's, where we had ſeveral diſ- 
courſes, what we ſhould do if the king died. 

It was at laſt reſolved we ſhould meet again 
in the evening, and that my lord Ruſſel ſhould 
be appointed to be there: and in the mean 
time my lord Shaftſbury undertook to diſ- 
courſe the leading men in the city, and to 
acquaint us with their thoughts and reſolu- 
tions. Accordingly about ſeven o'clock that 
night, the duke of Monmouth, lord Ruſſel, 
Sir Thomas Armſtrong, and myſelf came to 
my lord Shaftſbuty: his lordſhip aſſured us 
he had diſcourſed many of the eminent men 
in the city, who were all willing to riſe if 
the king died, provided the duke of Mon- 
mouth, my lord Ruſſel, and himſelf would 

aſſiſt in the city with them; for, they ſaid, 
the whole force of the moins would be upon 
them, and therefore all our ſtrength ought 
to be there alſo. While we were diſcourſing, 
major Manly came from Wapping, where 
he had been by order of my lord Shaftſbury, 
and gave his lordſhip a good account of their 

readineſs to riſe. I cannot remember the 
many propoſals were made, as to the man- 

ner of our ring, but the reſult of all was, 
that 


18 


that we ſhould riſe with our friends in the 


city, in caſe the king died, and declare for a 
- parliament to ſettle the kinda and to de- 
clare the deſcent of the crown; till which time 


we would continue in arms for the preſervation 
of the proteſtant intereſt, and ſafety of our- 
ſelves, and thoſe in arms with us. It was alſo 
reſolved that a meſſenger ſhould conſtantly. go 
between London and Windſor, to give us 


an account of the king's condition (which 


my lord Shaftſbury undertook to manage) 


and that the duke of Monmouth, and all of | 


s, ſhould lodge that night in the city pri- 


_ and conſtantly do ſo during the king's 


ſickneſs; but all day appear publickly as at 
other times. Whether that reſolution was fol- 
lowed or not by the reſt, I know not, I lay 


conſtantly at home; but this I am confident 


of, that the duke of Monmouth's arms were 
ſent to one Mr. Bateman's a chirurgeon, 
whoſe houſe my lord Shaftſbury recom- 
mended to the duke of Monmouth for a 


lodging. The king's recovery put an end 


to our deſign, and to our further continuance 
at that time, Now whether the king's ſick- 
neſs (which occaſioned theſe our diſcourſes 
and reſolutions) happened before the Oxford 
Parliament, or. after, 1 cannot determine; I 


think 
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think it was before, about the latter end of 
February, or beginning of March, juſt be- 
fore the Oxford parliament. The duke of 
Monmouth writ to me in Suſſex, defiring 
me to come immediately to town, for that 
he had ſome buſineſs with me of importance. 
Upon the receipt of his letter I went to 
London, and waited on him: he told me 
that his ſending for me, was to acquaint 
me, that my lord Shaftſbury, my lord Mac- 
clesfield, my lord Ruſſel, and himſelf, did 
not intend to be at the opening of the Ox- 


ford parliament, but reſolved to continue in 


London; and deſired that I would alſo ſtay 
with them. I afked him the reaſon of this 
reſolution ; he anſwered, they were all well 
aſſured, the king did deſign to ſecure us at 
Oxford, and ſeveral others; but if we 
Raid in London, it might make him change 
his intention, or if not, and he did attempt 
to ſeize us there, we had friends enough to 
ſtand by us. I aſked him how he could be 
ſure of that; he replied he was fully fatis- 
fied of it, and when I ſaw my lord Shafts- 
bury, I would be ſo too. In a day or two 
after I waited on him, to my lord Shafts- 
bury's, where my lord gave me the ſame ac- 
count the duke of Monmouth had done, and 
added 
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lord, if he thought his briſk 
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added further, that he had beſtirred himſelf 


in the city, and was well aſſured of ſeveral 
thouſands there, whenever the duke of 
Monmouth, my lord Ruſſel, and himſelf, 
appeared with. their ſwords in their hands, 
and briſk boys they were too, I aſked my 
boys (as he 
called them) and thoſe who muſt raiſe them 
for him, would venture their lives, when there 


was no neceſſity for it, to ſave only four or 
five men? My lord anſwered me (his wards 


I cannot undertake to repeat, but the fub- 
ſtance of his reply was to this ſenſe) that it 


would not be only the cauſe of the duke of 
Monmouth, himſelf, and four or five mare, 


but the cauſe of all England; for he and 
others knew the liberty of parliaments would 
be invaded at Oxford, for that the king did 
reſolve not only to ſecure us, but all the emi- 


nent men of the houſe of commons who 


had been zealous in the proſecution of the 
popiſh plot, and for the bill of excluſion; 
but, he believed, if we continued in town, the 
king would be wat and would not have 
courage enough to venture upon our friends. 
I told his lordſhip, if he were of that opi- 
nion, 4 wondered at his ſtay in London; for 


if it proved true, and that the king was de- 


terred 
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terred by our continuance in town, from a 


violent ſeizure of our friends (as he ima- 
gined) there would be no occaſion given for 
the riſing he intended, and then we were 
expoſed to danger enough; for that the 
king would certainly induſtriouſly enquire 
into the cauſe of our ſtaying, and in all pro- 
bability diſcover it, among ſuch a number as 
unavoidably muſt be truſted in an affair of 
that nature. My lord replied, I did not fee 
the bottom of his deſign (in that I agreed with 
his lordſhip,) nor know all the reaſons and 
Intentions of our ſtaying in town, and there- 
fore he would acquaint me; which he did 
to this effect : That a great number of thoſe 
gentlemen who had been for the bill of ex- 
cluſion, in the Weſtminſter parliaments, 
. were choſen for that which was to meet at 
Oxford, and that moſt of the landed men 


amongſt them were determined not to be 


diſſolved, but when they found a diſſolution 
nigh, to adjourn to London, where we 
ſhould be ready to ſtand by them. That 
they intended to begin the ſeſſions with the 
bill of excluſion, and to reſolve to proceed 
to no other buſineſs, till they had obtained 
that bill, there being nothing elſe which 
could ſecure the proteſtant religion after his 
& r * 


117 } 
Majeſty's life. This bold ſtep of theirs, 
and our continuance in London, his lordſhip 
ſaid, would frighten the King into a compli- 
ance; but if it did not, the houſe of com- 
mons could not break with the King upon a 


better point, and they would make it good at 


London. Many diſcourſes and arguments 
did ariſe upon what my lord had ſaid, which 
I cannot remember, but the ſubſtance of the 
Oxford deſign at that time I have repeated, 
I mean, all my lord told me of. 

A few days after the duke of Monmoutltold 
me the intention of ſtaying in London was 


altered, for that my lord Shaftſbury, my lord 


Ruſſel, and the reſt of our friends, were 


apprehenſive that when the houſe of com- 
mons adjourned to Guildhall, it would be 
very difficult for them to get thither, the 


King intending to ſend to Oxford a conſide- 
rable number of horſe and foot guards, - and 


therefore it was better to make ourſelves as 


ſtrong as we could at Oxford, by drawing 
thither as many gentlemen, and others, 
who were our friends, as we could, to the 
end tha. if ſome of the lords, and + good 


number of the commons, had courage 
enough to ſit after a diſſolution (as my lord 
Shaftſbury did aſſure him, and ke did be- 
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lieve they would) we might ſtand by them. 
Scon after this diſcourſe, "the duke of Mon- 
mouth, my lord Maccledfield. myſelf, and 
many others (and I think my lord Har- 
burt) went down to Oxford together. The. 
parliament had fat three or four days be- 
fore we came. While we continued there 
(it is not, I believe, unknown to your Majeſty) 
the duke of Monmouth, lord Bedford, my 
lord of Eſſex, and many other lords, kept 
a public table, to which we every day in- 
vited ſeveral of the houſe of commons, and 
by that means had often opportunities of 


diſcourſing with them without great obſer- | 


vation, What paſſed between them at the 
many conferences they had, I know not, 


nor was I inquiſitive to be ;nformed, till one 


morning my lord Shaftſbury gave me an op- 
portunity: I lodged in the ſame houſe with 


him, and waiting on his lordſhip, in his 


ber. the morning before the diſſolution, 
Hetold me with great joy, that the rejecting the 
impeachment of F itzharris, and the inten- 
tion the houſe of lords viſibly had to diſ- 
charge my lord Danby without a trial, were 
the two happieſt things for us, which could 
have happened; for they had ſo fired the 
houſe of commons, that very many of the 
members 


. 


tw} 


members had aſſured him, they would venture 

their lives rather than loſe their right of im- 
peaching, and were ſure the generality of the 
houſe would ſtand by them; and if the 
King (upon the heats, which were likely to 
111 between the two houſes) ſhould diſ- 
ſolve them, there were enough in their houſe 


would fit, if but a ſmall number of the 


lords would do the like. I told his lordſhip, 
I was not ſo delighted with the project, as 
he ſeemed to be, believing it would be the 
deſtruction of us, and might be of very ill 


conſequence to the kingdom; for the King 
having a conſiderable force in and about Ox- 
ford would ſoon pull us out by the ears: upon 


which my lord faid, he knew I could not be 
afraid, and therefore wondered I was fo cool, 


when there was ſuch proſpect of ſucceſs. I 
told him, I thought I was as little acquainted 
with fear as any body, however, was not 
fond of a hot-headed action. My lord re- 
plied, he knew the King better than I did; 
and was ſure he would run from Oxford, as 
from a houſe on fire, if we had but reſolu- 


tion enough to fit after a diſſolution: but ſup- 


poſing him to have courage enough to attack 
us, we were twice as ſtrong as he was, 
having drawn a great number of gentlemen 


3 thither 
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1111188 
hither with their ſervants; that the parlia- 
ment men had many ſervants; ; the townſmen 
were all well inclined to us, and the ſcholars 
of the univerſity (who were not generally 
our friends) had left their chambers for 
the uſe of the members; that amongſt tle 
foot guards, he was ſure, there were many 
who wiſhed us well; and moſt of them 
would be afraid to meddle with us, when 
we took upon us the authority of a parlia- 
ment. I ſeemed ſatisfied with my lord's 
reaſons; which ended our diſcourſe for that 
time: but the ſame day in the afternoon 
(which I take to be a Sunday, but am ſure 
it was the day before the diflolution) I was 
 fent for to the duke of Monmouth: when I 
came in, I found there the duke of Mon- 
mouth, my lord of Eflex, my lord Shafts- 
bury (and I am very confident my lord 
Saliſbury ;) they were diſcourſing upon the 
fame ſubject my lord Shaftſbury had enter- 
tained me with in the morning, I cannot 
repeat their ſeveral diſcourſes, but I remember 
it was the opinion of all, that the heats, 
which would be besann the two houſes, 
muſt occaſion a diſſolution in four or five 
days; and that the houſe of commons were 
warm enough to ſit afterwards, which they 


Were 


[ 21 ] 


were well aſſured of by ſeveral of the mem- 
bers, and were alſo of my lord Shaftſbury's 


opinion, that we had ſtrength enough in 
Oxford to ſupport us, and that the King 
would never make trial of it, but leave Ox- 


ford as faſt as he could: it was therefore 


reſolved by us, that we would continue in 
our houſe, if the commons kept their words 


with us (which we did not doubt) and we 


did believe a good number of lords would 
ſtay with us; but we thought it inconvenient 
to propoſe it to many of them till the time. 
The duke of Monmouth was deſired to engage 


Mr. Montague (who could bring in Sir Wil- 
liam Jones with him) which he undertook, 


and to the beſt of my remembrance, did 
that evening diſcourſe with him in his cham- 
ber upon it. The next morning the diſſo- 


lution ſurprized us all: however, purſuant to 
our reſolution, we got ſeveral lords to ſtay in 
the houſe, under the pretence of ſigning a 


proteſtation againſt the rejecting Fitzharris's 
impeachment, and, as we managed it, were 
near an hour about it. During that time, 


ſeveral meſſengers were ſent to our friends of 


the houſe of commons, to let them know 


we were in our houſe, and expected the 


performance of their words; but moſt of 
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1 22 
them could not be found; thoſe that were, 
anſwered us only with making their heads, 
and ſoon after we heard the commons houſe 
was empty: upon which we went away. 

After the diſſolution of the Oxford parlia- 


ment we were all very peaceably inclined, | 


and nothing paſſed amongſt us that farmer 
of importance, which I can call to mind: I 
thick my lord Shaftſbury was ſent to the 
Tower juſt before the long vacation; and 
the duke of Monmouth, Mr. Montague, 
Sir Thomas Armſtrong, and myſelf, went : 
to Tunbridge immediately after his lord- 
ſhip's impriſonment, where we laid aſide the 
thoughts of diſturbing the peace of the go- 
vernment, for thoſe of diverting Gurſelves. 
The November following, my lord being 
releaſed, I thought our former ſpirit of re- 
bellion would be revived; but whether it 
was in others or not, I cannot ſay, being 
the remainder of that winter confined to 
my own houſe by a fit of ſickneſs. The 
ſummer following ] was told by Sir Thomas 
Armſtrong, that my lord Argyll had been in 
town, and had ſeen my lord Shaftſbury, and 
that they had diſcourſed of a riſing in Eng- 
land and Scotland, and that my lord Argyll 
had demanded thirty thouſand pounds, and 


afterwards 


8 


„ 
afterwards fell to fifteen, with which ſum 
he would undertake to make ſufficient pro- 


viſions for a war in Scotland; but that theſe 


propoſals ended in nothing, my lord Shafts- 


bury being all that time ſuſpicious of my 
lord Argyll. The ſame intelligence was after- 
wards confirmed to me by the duke of Mon- 
mouth, and my lord Shaftſbury. Nothing 


worth mentioning came under our conſidera- 
tion that ſummer (that I know of) till 
about the time of electing the ſheriffs for 
London and Middleſex; whether juſt before 


or after, I cannot ſay, but I think it was after 


Midſummer day, that the duke of Mon- 
mouth, lord Shaftſbury, lord Ruſſel, Sir 


Thomas Armſtrong, and myſelf, had a 
meeting at Thanet houſe, where ſeveral diſ- 
courſes paſſed of the great heats in the city, 


and of the ſheriffs who were to be impoſed 


(as our phraſe then was) upon it; upon 


which it was ſaid (and I think by my lord 


Shaftſbury) that it was happy for us, our 


friends in London now ſaw their necks in 
danger, and that there was a neceſſity of 


having recourſe to arms, if they would 


fave themſelves. I remember I ſaw plainly 


at that time, that my lord Shaftſbury, the 
duke of Monmouth, and the lord Ruſſel 
| B 4 - did 


L 


did reſolve induftriouſly to apply themſelves 


to an inſurrection, thinking ſeriouſly that 
they were in great danger, and that their 
friends in the city were not leſs apprehenſive 
of their own. We had many meetings after 
this, tedious diſcourſes, and innumerable pro- 
poſals, but at laft the method they agreed 
on for putting their deſign of a rebellion in 


execution, was as follows: That my lord 


Shaftſbury and my lord Ruflel ſhould diſ- 


courſe the leading men in the city of our 
party, and find how they were inclined to a 
riſing, upon the aſſurance of being ſeconded 


in other parts of the kingdom; that my lord 


Ruſſel ſhould try the inclinations of Sir Wil- 
liam Courtney, Sir Francis Rowles, Sir 
Walter Young, Sir Francis Drake, and (by 


the means of Mr. Freake) how the gentry 
of the weſtern counties ſtood affected to 


the taking up of arms, upon the ſuppoſition 
of London's doing the like; that the duke of 
Monmouth ſhould go a progreſs into Che- 
ſhire, under the ſhelter of ſome fair pre- 
tence, where he might be adviſed by my 
lord Macelesfield, my lord Delamere, that 


then was my lord Brandon, and Mr. Booth, 


what gentlemen of their country were to 
be intruſted with our ſecrets, and would aſſiſt 
„ us 


f os } 


| us in our undertaking, and accordingly diſ- 


courſe with them; that I ſhould go into 
Effex, and be aſſiſted by colonel Mildmay 
and Mr. Rotheram in preparing thoſe we 
could truſt for the ſeconding of London, I 
refuſed the employment, and told them, I 
would venture my life with the duke of 
Monmouth, wherever his poſt ſhould be, 

but would not expoſe it in Eſſex, where 
there was not five gentlemen I could truſt; 

that for colonel Mildmay, he was a formal 
timorous blockhead, who deſired nothing 
in this world, but being knight of the ſhire; 
and would never venture his perſon beyond a 
riot, nor in that neither, but to carry his 


election. My lord Shafiſbury preſſed me all 


he could to a compliance, and propoſed 


other perſons in Eſſex to me, but I abſo- 
lutely refuſed to concern myſelf there, and 
kept my reſolution. We all agreed at part- 
ing, that when the duke of Monmouth re- 


turned from Cheſhire (by which time my 
lord Ruſſel would be able to give an account 
of the Weſt) we would fix the time and 


manner of our riſing, and which place 


ſhould begin firſt. Purſuant to the reſolutions 


above mentioned, my lord Ruſſel ſpoke 


with Sir Francis Rowles, and Sir Walter 
Young, 
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( 26 ] 
Young, and found both of them as forward 
to engage as himſelf: Sir Walter Young he 
ſent to Sir William Courtney, and to Sir 
Francis Drake: Mr. Freake was alſo directed 
by him to diſcourſe Sir Francis Drake, and 


bother weſtern gentlemen, but who they were 
I know not; the duke of Monmouth either 


ſent to, or ſpoke with Mr. Trenchard, who 
undertook to raiſe 1500 men at leaſt, in and 


about Taunton. The ſeveral anſwers of theſe 
gentlemen, and the account Mr. Trenchard 
afterwards gave of Taunton, I ſhall ſpeak 
of in its proper place. About the beginning 


of September, the duke of Monmouth went 


for Cheſhire, and in his return to London 


about fourteen days after, was feized by a 


meſſenger ; which I heard firſt from Sir 


Thomas Armſtrong, who came to me the 


morning he came to town, and told me the 
duke of Monmouth was a priſoner, and had 


ſent him to town before him, to get him a 


Hlabeas Corpus; that he had alſo buſineſs of 


great importance with my lord Shaftſbury, 
my Lord Ruſſel, and myſelf, which he was 
commanded by the duke of Monmouth to 
impart to us. I went with him immediately 


to my lord Shaftſbury's, where we found his 
* in his | Hm and colonel ee 


With 
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ith | 


Boe” & 
with him. Sir Thomas gave them the ſame 
account of his coming to town, as he had 
done me, and delivered this following meſ- 
ſage from the duke of Monmouth: That 


he was commanded by him to acquaint my 


lord Shaftſbury, my lord Ruſſel, and me, 


that he had been moſt extraordinary well 
received by the gentry of Cheſhire, and 
that thoſe he had diſcourſed with, had giv- 


en him full ſatisfaction, and as good an an- 


count of that country, as his heart could de- 


ſire; and that at the time of his being taken 


a priſoner by the meſſenger, all the gentle- 
men who were with him, offered to draw 


their ſwords and riſe with him inſtantly, but 
he prevented them, and that with great dif- 
ficulty, being reſolved to do nothing of ſo 


great importance, without the approbation 
of his lordſhip, and thoſe he had ſent to: 
That he intended to travel ſlowly towards 
London, that he might receive their advice, 
whether he ſhould come on, or make an 


eſcape from the meſſenger, and return into 


Cheſhire, and riſe there. My lord Shaftſbury 
replied, the duke of Monmouth was an un- 
fortunate man, for God had thrice put it into 


his power to ſave England, and make him- 


ſelf the greateſt man in Europe; q but he had 
neglected 
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128 
neglected the uſe of all thoſe opportunities; 
ane was in Scotland, when he was General, 
the other in the Weſt, and now in Cheſhire. : 
His lordſhip ſpent ſome time in diſcourſing of 
the advice he had formerly given the duke 
of Monmouth, when he went for Scotland, 
and into the Weſt; but being defired to look 
no longer backward, but think what was to 
be done at preſent, and of his anſwer to the 
duke of Monmouth, he faid he would ſend 
tor my lord Ruſſel, and that himſelf and 
my lord would go into the city, and diſcourſe 
with their friends, and meet us at South- 
ampton houſe, at ſeven o' clock that even- 
ing. Sir Thomas replied, he ſhould not 
ſtay in town ſo long, having found me, but 
return with the Habeas Corpus (which he 
was to receive at three o' clock) with all the 
' ſpeed he could; for that the duke of Mon- 
mouth commanded him to deſire me, if 1 
were in town, to bring him the opinions of 
my lord Ruſſel, and his lordſhip; and that 
he would pretend to be ſick at St. Albans 
till I came, if I could not be diſpatched ſo 
foon as he expected; that he alſo com- 
manded him to aſſure us all, that we might de- 
pend upon his acting according to the advice 
ſent him, as ſoon as received; and therefore 


deſired 


291 


deſired we would conſider well, and not 
think of a ſecond meſſage to him, for that 


would be too late, after he had made an eſ- 
cape from the meſſenger. Colonel Rumſey 
was preſent at this diſcourſe, and, I am con- 
fident, cannot but remember it. 

I accepted of the employment the duke of 
Monmouth was pleaſed to beſtow upon me. 
Sir Thomas returned the ſame day, and in 
the evening I met my lord Shaftſbury, and 
my lord Ruffel, at Southampton houſe, a 
the time my lord Shaftſbury had appointed, 
My lord Shaftſbury began with this account 
of his ſucceſs in the city: That he had ſpoke 
with many of the moſt conſiderable men, 
who were all of opinion, that the duke of 
Monmouth ſhould go back into Cheſhire, and 
riſe; and had promiſed him they would rife 


_ alſo, provided my lord Ruſſel would head 
_ ;them: that the city was never ſo generally 
| diſpoſed to an inſurrection, as at that time; 


and that they believed a happy occaſion 


would be given them for it, when the King 


heard of the duke of Monmouth's being in 
arms; for then he would attempt to diſarm 


the city, which opportunity they would lay 


hold on; but if he did not venture at it, 


they would wait till he ſent ſome of his 


forces 
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[39] 
forces from London, which they thought he 
would be neceſſitated to do; and then they 
would riſe. My lord added farther, that he 
had ſeveral thouſands ready at his command 
at Wapping, and he would come at the head 
of them to my lord Ruſſel's aſſiſtance: upon 
the whole matter, his lordſhip ſaid, it was his 
opinion, the duke of Monmouth ſhould go 
back into Cheſhire, and riſe; and that was 
his advice to him. My lord Ruſſel oppoſed 
it, and ſaid, he had alſo ſpoken with his 
friends, that ſome were of one opinion, 
others of a contrary ; but that which weighed 
moſt with him was, that he had not yet re- 
ceived a full account from the Weſt, and 
he thought it madneſs to run headlong into 
ſuch an affair, without taking our whole 
ſtrength with us, and perhaps all little 
enough too ; that we had made no proviſion 
of arms, ammunition, or money; and tho“ 
London did not want thoſe neceſſaries, yet 
he believed Cheſhire was bare enough, and 
was ſure the duke of Monmouth could not 
be ſupplied there from London, after he was 
in arms: that the moſt neceſſary thing of all, 
in our undertaking, had not yet been thought 
on; and that was, a Declaration, which ought 


ſeriouſly to be conſidered and conſented to 


2 by 


1 
by thoſe noblemen and gentlemen who 
were to be concerned with us; and perhaps 
when we came to debate the heads of 
one, we might not agree; for he had heard his 
lordſhip ſay, that his men were for a com- 
mon- wealth, and if that were intended, he 
would not meddle; for he thought the Eng- 
liſh government the beſt in the world, and 
meant not the leaſt hurt to the King's perſon ; 
and therefore to enter into a war before 


coming to town; and ſo I left them: but my 
lord Shaftſbury followed me out, and taking 
me aſide, expreſſed himſelf in theſe very | 
words: My lord Ruſſel is too wary and ti- 

8 morous 11 


theſe things were ſettled, and without being 0 

able to acquaint the world with our rea- 1755 

ſons, and in what it ſhould end, was to riſe ij 
by ourſelves, to be beaten and laughed at for ta 
3 hHot-keaded fools; for theſe reaſons, his lord- j 
hip faid, he could not adviſe the duke of 5 
3 Monmcuth to go back into Cheſhire. My 164 
lord Shaftſbury argued for ſome time with 1 
great heat with my lord Ruſſel, but neither of | 4 
them changed the advice they had given; (00 
3} whereupon I told them I would acquaint 9 
the duke of Monmouth with their different 1 | 
J opinions, and their ſeveral reaſons, . and did fy 
believe the conſequence of it would be his 106 
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(32) 
morous a man for ſuch an undertaking as 
ours; and if the duke of Monmouth follows 
his advice, and comes to' London, he is a 
loſt man, for I know he will be ſent to the 
Tower, and never come from thence ;. there- 
fore, my lord Grey, if you wiſh well to the 
duke of Monmouth, to the proteſtant intereft, 
to yourſelf, and all us that are concerned, 
you muſt cheat the duke of Monmonth this 
time, and tell him, it is the advice of my 
lord Ruſſel, myſelf, and all his friends 
in the city, that he go back into Cheſhire: 
nothing but that can ſave England, and it 
now depends upon you. I was ſtrangely | 
ſurprized at my lord's diſcourſe, but made 
him this anſwer: That (as he faid) the pre- 
| ſervation of the proteſtant intereſt, the good 
of England, ſafety of ourſelves, did depend 
upon the meſſage I ſhould deliver the duke of 
Monmouth, they were ſufficient arguments 
to me for the ſpeaking truth; for then I 
could neither reproach myſelf, nor be con- 
demned by others, whatever the event were; 
and that being truſted by the duke of Mon- 
mouth, I-would not deceive him in any thing, 
much leſs in a matter of that weight, if I 
thought it were to his own advantage. My 
lord was very angry with me, and 1 am con- 
| *.- = agent 
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fident never forgave me after, I parted from 


his lordſhip (whom I left in a great heat) and 
went to the duke of Monmouth's ſtables, 


where his. ſervant John Gibbons waited for 


me. We two went down that night to St. 
Albans: there I found the duke of Mon- 
mouth, and gave him an exact account of 
all before mentioned, except my lord Shafts- 


bury's private advice to me, which I con- 


cealed, believing my lord defigned it a ſecret, 
unleſs I followed it, and ſucceſs attended it. 
The duke of Monmouth, Mr. Leveſon 
Gower, and other Cheſhire gentlemen, went 


the next morning for London: and what 


followed thereupon, I ſuppoſe, is well known 
unto your Majeſty. Soon after the duke of 


Monmouth had his liberty, my lord Ruſſel 


and I waited on him to my lord Shaftſbu- 
ry's, I know not exactly the time, but I 


think it was very near the end of September; ; 


but this I am ſure of, that I never ſaw my 
lord Shaftſbury after that time. My lord did 
then acquaint the duke of Monmouth with 


the trick he had adviſed me to play him 
(believing I had done fo before, which in- 


deed I had not) and did juſtify the advice 
he had given for the duke of Monmouth's 
return into Cheſhire, ſaying, that if he had 
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riſen there, he would have ſeconded him in 
London with ten thouſand. men which he 
had ready at his command ; but that now 
the opportunity of Cheſhire being loſt, we 
muſt depend ſingly upon a rifing in London, 
of which there was an immediate neceſſity ; 
unleſs we were willing to ſee our whole in- - 
tereſt diſmayed, and at laſt be hanged our- 
ſelves. My lord Ruſſel being a little moved, | 
defired to know what his lordſhip meant, by *.4 
Hurrying us on thus to an inſurrection in 
London, without the concurrence of the 
country, as was formerly agreed by us; and 
faid, that he had received but a doubtful an- 
ſwer from Sir William Courtney, and had 
therefore ſent to him again: that all our | 
friends in the weſtern countries were not 
yet prepared for action, but would be in a 
ſhort time; therefore he deſired his lordſhip 
to have a little patience, and not to let his | 
fears ſo far tranſport him, as to ruin himſelf 
and friends, My lord Shaftſbury (in the great- 
eſt paſſion I ever ſaw) replied, that patience 
would be our deſtruction, and that if we did 
not riſe in a week at fartheſt, we were all 
undone, for that he had made ſuch prepara- 
tion for a riſing in London, as would in- 
fallibly be nn if time were loſt; 


Wee 


tel 


therefore he was reſolved, fince he ſaw him- 


ſelf forſaken by us, to ſtand upon his own 


legs, act by himſelf, and have the honour 
of ſaving the kingdom. Upon which I re- 
member the duke of Monmouth whiſpered 


me in the ear, and faid, my lord's acting 


would be running away ; and aſked my lord 


where his ten thouſand men were quartered, 
My lord anſwered, he would tell no man that, 
but he ſhould ſee them at Whitehall gates 
before he was many days older. After many 
other diſcourſes, and rallying my lord with 
his invifible army (till he was extremely 
angry with us) we left him, and did ſeriouſly 
conclude him to be half diſtracted, but not 


| fo mad as to riſe by himſelf. A few days 
after this meeting, 1 heard my lord was 


withdrawn from his houſe, and did believe 
he was gone beyond ſea, till Sir Thomas 
Armſtrong told me he was privately in Lon- 
don, and he believed with a deſign to riſe. 
About the latter end of October, the duke 
of Monmouth told me lord Shaftſbury 
would undo us all, for he found he did ſeri- 


ouſly reſolve to riſe, and would not be put 


off from it, and therefore we muſt come 


in to him; and in order to it, he thought 


it neceſſary for us to view the paſſage into the 
| S city; 
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city; which accordingly himſelf, -Sir Tho- | 
mas Armſtrong, and I, did, from the lower end 
of Fleet-ditch next the river, to the other end 
of it, by Snow-hill. A ſhort time after this 
Sir Thomas Armſtrong came to me (it was 
either at the end of October or the beginning 
of November) and told me the duke of 
Monmouth defired I would meet him, and 
my lord Ruſſel, that evening at a friend of 
theirs in the city, one Mr. Sheppard's, and 
that he would conduct me thither. I con- 
ſented to it, and Sir Thomas directed me 
to go to a linen-draper' s over againſt the 
Temple, and enquire for Mr. Trenchard, who 
lodged there (I did not know before he was 
in town) and deſired me to be in his cham- 
ber between fix and ſeven o' clock, at which 
time he would call upon me, I went accord- 
ing to his directions, and found Mr. Trench- 
ard in his chamber, who entertained me with 
a a good account of our affairs in the Weſt and 
particularly about Taunton, where he ſaid 
there was a general inclination to an inſur- 
rection. Sir Thomas came to us near the 
time appointed, and by his diſcourſe with 
Mr. Trenchard I found he knew of the 
meeting that was to be that night at Mr. he 
pard's, and had * to be there: 
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faid, he: ſuppoſed we ſhould not come to a 
reſolution, and at the next he would not fail 
us. Sir Thomas and I left him, and went to 
Mr. ' Sheppard's, where we found colonel 
Rumſey, Mr. Sheppard, and Mr. Ferguſon. 
About half an hour after us came in the duke 


of Monmouth and my lord Ruſſel: after 


ſome general diſcourſe among us, of what 
had pals'd at my lord Shaftſbury's the laſt time 
we had a meeting there, Mr. Ferguſon be- 


gan a diſcourſe to this purpoſe: That he had 
the honour very lately to ſee my lord Shaftſ- 
bury, who had commanded him to put us 
in mind, that ſome time ago, when the duke 


of Monmouth, my lord Ruſſel, his lordſhip, 
and myſelf, had a meeting at his houſe, we 
did agree to apply ourſelves to the cauſing 
three inſurrections in this kingdom, one in 
London, another in Cheſhire, and the other 
in the Weſt; that London was aſſigned him 
as his province, and in purſuance of that 
agreement he did make ſuch preparation 


for a riſing in London, as he thought very 
r and did often acquaint us with 


but obſerved we gave litle credit to 
Ein; that in the management of this af- 
fair, he had been neceſſitated to truft his life 


in many, which expoſed him and the whole 
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intereſt to the danger of a | diſcovery, if 
action were long delayed, and to it he found. 
great coldneſs in us, the laſt time he ſaw us, 
our whole diſcourſe tending to nothing but 
delaying the time longer, and that too with 
out any certainty of riſing at laſt ; therefore 
he had withdrawn from his houſe, reſolving 
to hazard his life upon the intereſt he had in 
the city, which he thought ſufficient for 
his purpoſe: but above all things did defire 
there might be a perfe& good — 
between us all; and that we would come 
in to his aſſiſtance, which would make the 
ſucceſs more certain, otherwiſe he ſnould be 
forced to act without us. The duke of Mon- 
mouth and my lord Ruſſel both told Mr. Fer- 
guſon, they were very willing to engage with 
my lord, if the ſtrength he had was conſt» 
derable enough for ſuch an undertaking: 
that they had often heard of my lord's ten 
thouſand briſk boys, but did not know 
where to find them; and therefore deſired 
him to acquaint them what number of men 
my lord was ſure of to begin his buſineſs, | 
and where they were; and how they were | 
provided with arms, Mr, Ferguſon replied, 

it was impoſſible for him or any man to 
name where every individual man lived of 


ſuch 
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ſuch a number, unleſs they were a formed 
force and enliſted, but that being impracti- 
cable in our caſe, the method my lord Shafts- 
bury had taken was this; his lordſhip had 


fifteen or fixteen gentlemen. of his ac- 


quaintance, in and about the city (on whoſe 
honefty and words he could depend) who 


had undertaken to bring in ſo many hundreds 
each man (at ſuch a time as ſhould be 


agreed on) which number being caſt up, 


amounted to five thouſand men; and 
that he thought a ſufficient number to begin 


withal, and did not doubt but in few hours 
after to have five times as many more: 


that ſeveral of thoſe gentlemen who were 


engaged with my lord (and had promiſed 
the affiſtance of men) were known to his 
grace, and my lord Ruſſel, and ſhould wait 
on them, and give them the ſame aſſurance, 


if they diſtruſted the account he had given, 
or deſited to ſpeak with them upon it: that 

for arms, they had got ſome, and knew 
where to have more; that he bin had 


purchaſed ſeveral cannon and three field car- 
riages which were all buried; he added far- 
ther, that if we thought fit to aſſiſt my lord, 


we muſt agree upon a time, and that peedy; Y 
for my lord was ready for action, and very 
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impatient. After ſome conſideration, many 


queſtions and anſwers, the duke of Mon- 


mouth, my lord Ruſſel, and myſelf, reſol- 
ved to engage with my lord; and that all the 
ſtrength we could make ſhould be with us 


in the city, except our weſtern intereſt : and 


then we began to diſcourſe the manner and 
time of our riſing, and how we ſhould get 
our men together. Many propoſals were 
made, but this reſolution fixed at laſt, that 
the next Sunday night but one ſhould be the 
time of our riſing, and that Sir William 
Courtney ſhould have notice of it, and Mr. 
Trenchard be ſent down to Taunton, to the 


end that he and Sir William Courtney, and 


the reſt of our weſtern friends, might pre- 


pare to keep time with us in our riſing; for 
we conſidered, that if we were repulſed at 


London, we might play an after-game in the 
Weſt. We pitched upon Sunday night as the 


propereſt for this reaſon, that on that night 


all ſhops are ſhut, and the ſtreets fuller than 
any other night, many people returning late 
home from viſiting their friends and other 


diverſions ; ſo that our men being unarmed 


and in ſmallparcels, might be conducted tothe 


| ſeveral places, where we deſigned to arm them 
without great obſervation; which were theſe, 


the 
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4) 
the. duke of Monmouth”s in Hedge · lane, 
Northumberland. houſe, Bedford-houſe, and, 
four or five meeting- -houſes, i in the city. The 
duke of Monmouth undertook. for Northum- 


berland-houſe, and my lord Ruſſel. for Bed- 


ford-houſe: into thoſe two places and; 


Hedge. lane we reſolved, as FB as it Was, 


dark, to begin to draw in our men by fours 


and fives at a time, till in all we had lodged 
five hundred. Into the mecting-houſes i in the 


city we did intend to do the like, ; and did 
reckon they would hold ſome thouſands. 
The firſt alarm we deſigned to give was to be 
between eleven and twelve o'clock at night, 
by attacking the train-bands at the Exchange: 
with our men from the meeting-houſes we 


did not doubt diſperſing the train-bands very. 


ſoon, poſſeſſing ourſelves of Newgate, Lud- 
gate, and Alderſgate: the firſt two gates 
we did not deſign to defend, unleſs we were 
beaten from Fleet-bridge, and Snow-hill, 
| where we intended to poſt ourſelves as ad- 
vantageous as we could, and receive the firſt 


attack of the King's guards. At Snow-hill 


we intended to make a barricade, and 


plant three or four pieces of cannon upon 


ſhip-carriages ; at Fleet-bridge we deſigned 


to uſe our cannon upon the land-carriages, | 
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ahd to make a breaſt-work for our muſketeers 
on each fide of the bridge next us; and to 
fill the houſes on that ſide the ditch with 
men who ſhould fire from the windows, but 
the bridge to be clear. We intended alſo at 
the ſame time to poſſeſs ourſelves of Lon- | 
don-bridge, to cut off the correſpondence 
between Whitehall and the 'Tower. Theſe 
three poſts we thought we could keep 
with two thouſand men, till the reſt were 
got together and in order, and then we in- 
tended to ſend a thouſand foot and ſuch 
herſe as we had, under the command of my 
lord Macclesfield (for whom the duke of 
Monmouth engaged) who ſhould march 

through Smithfield, Red-lion-fields, and 
down St. Martin's labe, and fall upon the rear 
of the King's forces. We intended alſo that 
as many more men as we could ſpare, ſhould 
march over London-bridge, through South- 


wark, and at Lambeth be carried over in | 


lighters to Weſtminſter, which we thought 
would give a great alarm at Whitehall if the 
| guards had been leſſened there to attack us 
the ſtronger at Fleet-bridge and Snow, hill: 

but we hoped there would be no great need 
of this laſt detachment, and that our men in 
7 Hedge- 
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Hedge-lane, Northumberland Houſe, ' and 
 Bedford-houſe, would prevent che guards 


getting together; for that end, they were to 


de placed there, and ordered, that upon the 
firft alarm they ſhould fall upon them at 


Fleet-bridge and Snow-hill., We concluded 
that the King in this conjuncture would be 
adviſed to go. for Portſmouth, and would 
follow it, which we thought would ſo dif- 
hearten bis forces, that in few hours we 
N be maſters of London. 

This is all as to the time and manner of our 


. Pte which I can at preſent remember was 
agreed on. There was a diſcourſe begun by Sir 


Thomas Armſtrong, about viewing the guards 
at the Savoy and Mews, which all thought 
neceſſary, but no body was ordered to take 
that employment upon them. Colonel Rum- 
ſey and Mr. Sheppard were both preſent at 


the time of this diſcourſe, and did both of 


them aſſiſt very often with their opinions, as to 
our poſſefſing ourſelves of ſeveral places in 
the city, which they knew much better than 
we did. Before we parted we agreed to meet 
again next week ; and fixed a day, three or four 
days before our rifing, but what day it was 
1 have forgot. Our next buſineſs was ſpeak- 

ing * Mr. Trenchard, who was ſoon after 


ſent 


z.: ʒñr,r»—⏑ ⅛ ¶V wo 


os 
oo Eee or ——— —ů ů — 
* , 4 a _—— - 
. 


FFP —— tans a IR 
7 2 * : - 


— 
— r 
W 


75 es 


e 


1 
1 
he 4 


3 2 
1 , 
£ — 6 1 — 


44 4 _ 
- » 


— 
Las * - ** 
12 Ar rr 
. ' ; g Pts * 
— . 3 * — * * 


. _— ů — * 


Merry 


* 
. — 

r A "opt } CPA NT er ay 

IS 2 2 Fen *S. . A - th 7 * 1 3 oo 


— 


py" 
ho 


ne was. % = 8 
& 2 y "Iv 7 — — 2 


rr 4 — 
” » > 'v 4 * 
PS 2 1 
"7 ro þ *, — 5 


2 : : EA x: F * 
27» — — ¼—2 r 4 vis ls Za 
* » * 4 
* y C23 = 
; 1 * "few 
5 4 9 As... 7 "x. FO 4: 4 


* 7 Ca 7 >»; 
1 1 


: (441. 
ſent by the duke of Monmouth, to his houſt 
In, Soho-ſquare, where I was deſired to give 
bim an account of the reſolutions we had 
taken at Mr. Sheppard 9, and what part be- 
longed to him. Mr. Trenchard was ſtrangely 
ſurprized at our near approaeh, and ſaid he 
was not in that forwardneſs at Taunton, 
and therefore deſired a fortnight or three 
weeks time to prepare himſelf and friends, 
for they could not be ready ſooner, if ſo ſoon. 
I aſked him why he did not ſay ſo the laſt 
time I ſaw him, which was the night I went to 
Mr, Sheppard's,and then he gave Sir Thomas 
Armftrong and me a very different account 
of. the. Taunton affairs, yet knew about 
what, we were to meet at Mr. Sheppard's 
better. than I did at. that time, He made me 
no reply, or one not worth remembring, and 
ſhewed more fear than ever I ſaw in any man 
before or ſince: but at his going away, he 
promiſed the duke of Monmouth to go in- 
ſtantly to Taunton, and to make his prepara- 
tions for riſing, with all poſſible ſpeed; and 
to acquaint him in a few days, at what time 
he ſhould be ready. The duke of Mon- 
mouth, Sir. Thomas Armſtrong, and, I dare, 
aloft ſwear, colonel Rumſey were preſent at 
our diſcourſe, but if colonel Rumſey was not 


ew | | by 


145 J 
by at the time, I am ſure he came in preſently 
after, and had an account of it; for I per- 
fectly remember, he laughed 3 us at Mr] 
Trenchard's cowardlineſs; and ſaid he would 
undertake to ſurprize Briſtol with two hun- 


dred horſe, if Mr. Trenchard, or any other} 


would come in after to his aſſiſtance. 


A few days after, being with the-duke of 
Monmouth, and Sir Thomas Armſtrong, the 
duke of Monmouth propoſed viewing the 


guards that night, that we might give an 
account, at our next meeting, . in what 
Poſture they were. Accordingly about twelve 
o'clock we went to the Mews gate, and the 


duke of Monmouth went in; what pretence 


he-made to the ſentry I know not, but when 
he came out he laughed, and ſaid it would do; 
afterwards went to the horſe guards: the 
gates were ſhut, and I remember the duke 


of Monmouth ſaid he would have an order 


for them. From thence we went to the Savoy, 
where the duke of Monmouth talked with 
the centinel before he went in, and ſtayed ſo 
long afterwards, that Sir Thomas Armſtrong 
and I were in ſome apprcheafion for him: 
when he came back he ſeemed well pleaſed 
and gave ſome account of the remiſneſs of 


the guards, which I have forgot, The ap- 
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time of our meeting at Mr. Shep- 

— we went thither as before, Sir. Tho- 
mas Armſtrong and I firſt, and the duke of 
Monmouth and my lord Ruſſel came after: 
colonel Rumſey was not preſent at our firſt 
coming in, but Mr. Sheppard, and Mr. Fer- 
guſon were. The duke of Monmouth gave 
my lord Ruſſel and the reſt an account of 
viewing the guards, and of the careleſs poſ- 
ture he found them in; and alſo that Mr. 
Trenchard's preparations at Taunton were ſo 
backward, that he could not be ready for an 
inſurrection, under a fortnight or three 
weeks. This diſappointment put a great daunt 
upon all of us, and we had many long diſ- 
courſes about it; at laſt, when we had debated 
till we were all weary, whether we ſhould 
continue our reſolution of rifing at the time 
appointed, or defer it till we heard from Mr, 
Trenchard and others my lord Ruſſel had 
ſent to in the Weſt, we concluded on the 
latter, but did not intend to lay the riſing 
aſide, as has been reported, and I fear ſworn. 
Towards the end of our diſcourſes, colonel 
Rumſey came in, to whom we gave an ac- | 
count of what we determined, and the rea- 
fon of it; but I do not remember that he 
* any meſſage from my lord Shaftſ- 
F 228 


5 _ 
x | bury: perhaps he might, and, I not hear it; . 


nor do I know of any meſſage ſent to us by 


f my lord by colonel Rumſey; but I do not 1 
: doubt but my lord had an exact ac- 1 
i count conſtantly of all that paſſed, both from Wl 
P colonel Rumſey and Mr. Ferguſon. At our 1 
e parting, we agreed to meet again ten or 

f fourteen days after, according as we heard _ 
— from Mr. Trenchard ; and I remember the 1 
. Pay of Monmouth ordered Mr. Ferguſon ta 3 
3 get four more field-carriages made againſt ; 13 
n that time. - : 8 
e Mr. Alderman Corniſh was to have 1 
t been of our cabal, and was at one of our ie 
oe meetings, but did not ſtay with us while we my 
7 debated any thing about our affair, having i, | 
d friends at home who waited for him, which 1 
e be uſed as an excuſe for leaving us. I have 1 
k been often informed that he knew of, and 146 
d was to aſſiſt in our deſign; but I cannot ſay 5 He 
Ws ſo of my own knowledge, tho' I am fully py 
g ſatisfied it is true. There was at one of our 4 
. | meetings a paper read, which Mr. Fer- 119 
S 3 guſon brought ; it was deſigned for a Decla- 0 ; 
bs ration, but who gave order or inſtructions 15 | 
. for it I kn not, nor can I now repeat all | | 1 
e the particular heads of it. I remember it 11 
hs began with ſome account of the ends of go- N 
: vernment in general, and then enumerated pig 
- -. is | 
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the many grievances and oppreftions (as he 
called them) which the nation lay under, 
and the ſeveral arbitrary ſteps the King had 
made (ſo was the expreſſion) in order to ab- 
ſoluteneſs; and declared the cauſe of our 
taking up of arms was to redreſs thoſe 
grievances, and to deliver the King from the 
evil counſels of thoſe about him, who ad- 
viſed him to ſuch actions, as tended to the 
deſtruction of the government: and the con- 
ſideration of all things therein mentioned 
was referred to the wiſdom of a parliament, 
which was required ſpeedily to be called. 
It concluded with a ſolemn proteſtation 
that we did not intend the leaſt hurt to the 
King, nor any conſiderable alteration in the 
112969 Woh but drew our ſwords to ſupport 
and to preſerve the royal perſon of the 
King. 

In a ſhort time after this meeting, my 
lord Shaftſbury went beyond ſea, and, as 
I have fince heard, the reaſon of it was our 
tending him word from Mr, Sheppard's, that 
we could not riſe with him, and he muſt be 
| contented. I am very confident there was no 

ſuch meſſage ſent him, for we did only in- 
tend, at our laſt meeting, to defer our riſing 
till we heard farther from Mr. Trenchard, 
Sir William Courtney, and others in- the 
| Welt; 


49 ] 


Weſt; but did not think of laying our defion 


of riſing i in London aſide, tho' we were failed 


in the country; for we thought ourſelves in 
too much danger, and that we had proceeded 
too far not to go forward: but perhaps my 
lord Shaftſbury looked upon our delay to be 
a civil refuſal to aſſiſt him, and thereupon 


nook a fright, and went away. 
After my lord and Mr. Ferguſon were gone, 


it was impoſſible for us to act, they having 


managed the greateſt part of our city affairs, 
and knew all thoſe conſiderable men (as they 


called them) who were to be heads of the 


reſt, and had not acquainted the duke of 
Monmouth, or my lord Ruſſel, with many 
of them, as they promiſed, ſo that our 
deſign mult fall to the ground, as it did, and 
we expected every day to be hanged, as we 


had reaſon, 1 thought it proper to give this 
laſt account, having often heard the follow- 


ing arguments were urged againſt the belief 
of that plot: That there could be no neceſſity 


of laying the London riſing aſide (if it were 
intended) becauſe Mr. Trenchard had diſap- 


pointed us of fifteen hundred men at Taunton; 


and that if we were prepared for a riſing in Lon- 


don before my lord Shaftſbury went away, 
his departure could not prevent our putting it 
e in 
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in execution, all the ſervice he could do us, 
being but premature action. I think what 
J have ſaid before, does fully anſwer thoſe 
new objections. After my lord Shaftſbury's 

departure, all treaſonable practices were 
thought on no more (as I enquired.) 


In February at Chicheſter the duke of Mon- 
mouth acquainted me, that my lord of Eſſex, 


lord Howard, lord Ruſſel, colonel Sidney, 
Mr. Hambden, and himſelf, had been con- 


triving inſurrections in ſeveral parts of this 
kingdom, and deſigned to engage ſome in 
Scotland to do the like; that he was to have 
a meeting, at his return to London, with the 


perſons above named, but believed it would 


not be long before they diſagreed, for he 


feared my lord of Eſſex, colonel Sidney, 


and Mr. Hambden intended a common- 


wealth, which could not be without the 


deſtruction of the King; and if that was their 


intention, my lord Ruſſel, and himſelf 
were reſolved to quit them entirely, and to 


think of ſaving themſelves; for they would 


both rather lie at the King's mercy for what 


was paſſed, than that his life ſhould be in- 


dangered, or his liberty taken away, which 
was next to death. He concluded to deſire 
me to come to town, for my lord Ruſſel 
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1 
and himſelf were reſolved to be no longer of 
their cabal, unleſs I came into it, and then 
we ſhould be as ſtrong as they; for my lord 
Howard, he thought, was zealous for no 
government but that under which he could get 
moſt, I defired the duke of Monmouth to 
excuſe me, for I was very unwilling to enter 


into ſuch counſels with men, when I knew 


beforehand I ſhould fall out with them. He 
replied, they were as little defirous of my 


company, as I could be of theirs, for they 
looked upon me as his friend, and for the 
ſame reaſon would be quit of my lord 


Ruſſel were they able to act without him. I 
refuſed going with the duke of Monmouth 
to London, but being extremely importuned 


by him, promiſed him, that if he found, at 
his next meeting, a probability of agreeing 
with thoſe, whoſe ill intentions he ſuſpected, 
I would wait upon him if he ſent for me. 


In March following I received a letter from 
him, wherein (under the cant of going to 


Northampton plate, and diverting ourſelves 
there) he acquainted me all things were to 
his mind, and deſired me to come up to Lon- 
don, -which-I did in a day or two. After I 
had been ſome ſhort time in town, my lord 
+ and 1 being with the duke of Mon- 
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mouth, they gave me this following account 


of the proceedings of the cabal: That they 


Had met four or five times, and after ſome 


diſputes and jealouſies came to this reſolu- 
tion: That there ſhould be three inſurrections 
in England, and one in Scotland; that in 
order to that in Scotland, they had ſent for 


my lord Melvin, Sir John Cochran, and 
ſome gentlemen of my lord Argyll's relations, 
that by them they might be informed how 


Scotland was inclined; and, if my lord 
Argyll was afliſted with money to buy arms 
and ammunition, whether they thought they 


could be ſtrong enough to maſter the King 8 


army there: that the places of riſing in 


England were London, Cheſter, and the 
Weſt, and that Sir William Courtney had 
engaged to my lord Ruſſel to riſe, and Mr. 


Trenchard had recovered his fright, and was 


very forward now to be in action: that they 
had agreed to raiſe a ſum of money for to begin 
the war, and to aſſiſt my lord Argyll with 
ten thouſand pounds, which was the ſum he 
now demanded to make preparations for the 
war in Scotland; but they would hold their 
hands till they had a good account from 
"thence, which they hoped for by the gentle- 
men who were coming, and had adjourned 


their 
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their meeting of their cabal till their arrival, 
for fear of obſervation, and being reſolved to 
apply themſelves in the firſt place, to the 
Scotch affair, that it might receive a quick 
diſpatch, their intentions being that the war 
ſhould firſt break forth in Scotland. They 
told me alſo it was agreed by the cabal, that 


I ſhonld be one of the number, and the 


duke of Monmouth was defired by them to 


bring me thither at their next meeting. 
After this reſolution. I remember my lord 
Ruſſel ſaid, that though things went on ſo 


{ſmoothly with them now, yet he forefaw 


there would be danger of a diſagreement 


when we came to debate the heads of a De- 


claration, and what power ſhould be in- 


truſted to our General, and there fore he had 
waved diſputes of that nature till I came inta 
his aſſiſtance, whom he had always found 
concurring in opinion with the duke of Mon- 


mouth, and himſelf, as to the continuance 


of the government, and ſafety of the King's 
perſon; but he feared my lord of Eſſex, 
and colonel Sidney, had ſet their hearts upon 
a common- wealth, and once apprehended 
they had engaged Mr. Hambden, but now 
that fear was over, and we ſhould be {trong 
enough for them at the next meeting. Many 
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diſcourſes of this kind have paſſed between 
the duke of Monmouth, my lord Ruſſel, 
and myſelf: we were often together, and 
did firmly reſolve, that if my lord of Eflex, 
and colonel Sidney, could not agree to ſuch 


a Declaration as that read at Mr, Sheppard's 


we would have nothing to do with them: 


we thought a war begun upon ſuch quar- 


rel as the Declaration ſhould ſet forth, would 


' ſoon end in a happy accommodation between 


the King and his people in parliament; and 


that imagination was the greateſt induce- 


ment to us to think of an inſurrection; 
perhaps the duke of Momouth might flat- 
ter himſelf with the hopes that a parliament 


ſo called might ſecure the crown to him 


after the King's life; but that was never 
mentioned * us that I know of. As 
for my own part, I do ſolemnly proteſt 
to your Majeſty, that if I thought the duke 
of Monmouth, or my lord Ruſſel, intended 
the deſtruction of the government, or the 
leaſt prejudice to the King, I ſhould have 
abhorred them; but believing the contrary, 


J loved them and engaged with them to my 


own ruin and deſtruction, It was in March 
(to the beſt of my remembrance) that I 


received the account before mentioned of the 


cabal's 
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cabal's proceedings, after which I heard no- 


thing of importance, till I returned with the 


duke of Monmouth from Northampton 


(where [ had rid for a plate) which I think 
was in April, 
About the latter end of that ach 

I take it (the duke of. Monmouth, = 
my lord Ruſſel came one morning to my 
chamber, and told me the Scotchmen were 
come to town, and that they had ſeen Sir 
John Cochran, who had given them a bet- 
ter account of Scotland than they could have 
expected, and that they had prepared him 
(and would do the reſt) to give ſuch an 


account of the inclinations of Scotland to 


monarchy, as ſhould deſtroy all the hopes 
and provokes my lord of Eſſex and colonel 


| Sidney could have to a common - wealth ; that 


Sir John Cochran had a great deſire to ſpeak 
with me, hoping to prevail with me to aſſiſt 
them in Scotland with ſome Northumber- 
land horſe, for they had none worth any 
I was very un- 
willing to meet Sir John Cochran (whom I 
had never ſeen) and the more ſo being re- 
ſolved to refuſe him the aſſiſtance he deſigned 
to aſk of me; but upon the importunity of 
my lord Ruſſel, conſented to meet him at 


Southampton-houſe, which I did a day or 
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1 [56] 
two after, my lord Ruſſel being preſent. 
Sir. John gave us a tedious account of the 


condition of Scotland, and how he would 


have the war managed; but all he ſaid is ſo 


little worth the mentioning (if I could repeat 
it) that I did not endeavour to remember it, 
and did not half an hour after I had left him. 
All that I can call to mind of his diſcourſe is, 


that he uſed many arguments to perſuade me 


to aſſiſt them with ſome horſe, and the 


moſt remarkable one was, that he would 
undertake the firſt news the King ſhould 


have after riſing ſhould be, that Scotland 


was loſt, Many other extravagant expreſſions 
I heard from him, and I think in my whole 
life-time I never met with ſo vain a man. I 
never had any other meeting with him in 
England, nor did J intend it, tho never ſo 
often preſſed to it. 


The Scotchmen being now come to 


town, it was thought neceſſary there ſhould | 
be a ſpeedy meeting of the cabal, which 


was appointed to be at Southampton-houſe, 


and my lord of Eſſex (who was then in the 


country) was ſent for to be there, which he 


promiſed. A day or two before the time, the 
duke of Monmouth, my lord Ruſſel, 4 © 


met, that we might prepare ourſelves for the 
debate we intended upon the heads of a Decla- 
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ration; and alſo conſider how we ſhould in- 
troduce the diſcourſe of a General, and the 


power he ſhould have, and in what hands 


the management of the war ſhould be placed, 
whether in a General or in a Council, It 


Vas at laſt agreed, that I ſhould begin theſe 


diſcourſes, it being probable that a proper 
opportunity would be given me by my lord 
of Eſſex, or ſome of them, who would 


think it proper, at my firſt coming among 
them, to acquaint me with the end. 


of our meeting, and the ſeveral ſteps they 
had made. When this was ſettled, I de- 
fired the duke of Monmouth and my lord 


| Ruſſel not to take it ill if I refuſed to go to 
their meeting, unleſs it could be contrived 


that one of their company ſhould be abſent, 


which was my lord Howard, of whom I 


could have no good opinion, tho' they had 


thought fit to truſt him with their lives; that 


I had yet never put mine in his power, and 


ſhould with great unwillingneſs run that 
venture now. The duke of Monmouth re- 
plied, he thought no better of him. than 1 


did, but had truſted him too far long ago to 
diſoblige him now; and knew not why or 
how he came to do ſo, my lord having by 
degrees ſo wrought. himſelf into his affairs; 
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158 1 
but as for me, he thought I ſhould be in no 
danger of him, believing he would not be 
at the meeting, having been abſent the two 
or three laſt times. My lord Ruſſel ſaid, he 
was confident my lord was not in town, or 
if he were, he would not ſend for him, but 
perhaps colonel Sidney might; and there was 
no ſpeaking to him to forbear it, he was ſo 
much my lord's friend. The ſame night we 
had this diſcourſe, or the night after, I went 
with the duke of Monmouth to colonel 
Rumſey's, where colonel Rumſey, Sir Tho- 
mas Armſtrong, and Mr, Ferguſon were. I 
could not imagine the end of this meeting 
for a great while, but after the duke of 
Monmouth had given them all a full account 
of the ſeveral meetings and reſolutions of 
the cabal (as he had done before to me) and 
alſo of the ſeveral heads which my lord 
Ruſſel and himſelf did intend to debate 
next, and had defired me to begin the diſ- 
courſe of, I found the intention was, that I 
| ſhould be inſtructed by Mr. Ferguſon, and 
furniſhed with arguments to encounter my 
lord of Effex, and colonel Sidney, at the 
next meeting. Accordingly Mr. Ferguſon 
did very learnedly teach me my leſſon, as 
colonel Rumſey can inform your Majeſty, if 
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he pleaſes, for he was prefent at the time; 1 


am ſure he was when the duke of Mon- 
mouth made the reſolution above mentioned, 


and I believe if he be afked, can remember 
this particular. I enquired of them if my 


lord Howard was in town or not, and Sir 
Thomas Armſtrong anſwered, he was con- 


fident he was, for but a few days ago his 
lordſhip being informed Mr. Ferguſon was 
come from Holland, aſked if he were come 


over to anoint John; at which expreſſion I 
remember colonel Rumſey laughed, and 


aid, he ſuppoſed we ks who was meant 


by John. The day of meeting at South- 


_ ampton-houſe being come, I went thither at 


the appointed time, where I found the duke 


of Monmouth, my lord Ruffel, colonel. 


Sidney, and Mr. Hambden; my lord of 


Eſſex was expected every moment, but did 


not come to town till fo late that evening, 
that we were gone, Colonel Sidney addreſſing 


his diſcourſe to me, began with a long pro- 


logue, of the neceſſity we were reduced to, 
of taking up of arms, and of the lawful- 


neſs of it; and from thence deſcended to a 


particular account of their ſeveral proceed- 


ings and reſolutions, fince the firſt time of 


their meeting (I ſhall forbear to repeat all 
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1 60 
of them, having exactly mentioned them 
before) and went forward to this purpoſe: 
That he looked upon a riſing in Scotland to 


be of infinite advantage and ſecurity to us, 


both as it would give a diverſion, and be a 
place of retreat to us if we met with ill ſuc- 
ceſs in England; that the oppreſſions there 
were ſo grievous, that (as he was informed) the 


hearts of all the common people were ſet 


upon an inſurrection to ſhake off their yokes; 
and nothing could prevent the attempting it, 

but aſſurances of aſſiſtance in ſome ſhort time: 
that if we did not aſſiſt them, and engage 
ſome men of quality of their own country to 
head them, they would miſcarry, as at Both- 
well-bridge, which might be fatal to us 
alſo: that no men of quality or intereſt, who 
had common underſtanding, would under- 


take ſuch an affair, without a proviſion of 


arms, and other neceſſaries for war, which 


the gentry of Scotland being poor, were 


not able to make, and therefore we muſt 
aſſiſt them with money, which had been 
agreed to, and ſome methods propoſed for 
the raiſing it, but none agreed on; that my 
lord Argyll had been treated with, and had 
undertaken with ten thouſand pounds to fur- 
niſh himſelf in Holland with ſufficient pro- 
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viſion for the war; that they of the cabal 


had ſent into Scotland to ſome conſiderable 


men of that kingdom to come to London, 


that there might be a conjunction of coun- 


ſels, in order to the beginning and carrying 


on the war in both kingdoms; and that 
thoſe gentlemen were come to town, were 
willing to engage with us, and had given 
ſo good an account of their country, that 


the ſucceſs of an inſurrection was not to be 


doubted. That our preparations in Eng- 
land were in a great forwardneſs, my lord 


Ruſſel having been induſtrious about the 


Weſtern rifing, and others for one in Lon- 
don; and that for Cheſhire, the duke of 
Monmouth had undertaken to engage my 
lord Macclesfield, lord Brandon, and Mr. 


Booth, who were able to manage another 


there; but the Scotch deſign moved ſlowly, 


becauſe it required a ſum of money, with- 
out which it would end in nothing but the 


deſtruction of thoſe poor people, who would 
certainly riſe, and as certainly be beaten if we 


did not provide for them; therefore it was 
his opinion we take immediately into our 


conſideration the. manner of raiſing money, 


that that affair might receive a diſpatch with 


all poſſible — 


When 
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When colonel Sidney had ended his hiſtory 
and his reaſons upon the ſeveral heads of it 
(which-I have cut as ſhort as I can) I told him 
I obſerved they had made a great progreſs in 
their undertaking, and was well fatisfied with 
their inducements thereunto, but I could not 


| ſee yet what they intended at laft, and had for 
| ſome time expected that account from him, 
thinking it as reaſonable to reſolve in what 


a war ſhould terminate, as to confider whe- 
ther the reaſons upon which it was to com- 
mence were juſtifiable; and therefore I ima- 
gined he had forgot to acquaint me with 
the heads of their Declaration, which I ſup- 
poſed was ready drawn. He anſwered, No, 
there was none drawn that he knew of, but 
he thought we were of one mind. I faid I 
hoped ſo, and that if we could as well agree 
what we were for, as what we were againſt, I 
ſhould willingly venture my life with them; 
and therefore I defired before we entered 
upon the thoughts of raiſing money, we 
might conſider of a Declaration. Colonel 
Sidney muttered to himſelf ſome time, and 
truly what he ſaid I know not; all I could 
diſtinctly hear was, that my lord of Eſſex 


and my lord Howard not being there, it 


was not a proper time to talk of a Declaration ; 
5 but 


[ 63 1 
but if we would have his opinion of one, he 
thought we muſt tell the world how the 
King had broken the laws and his own oath, 
and ſecure the ſettlement of the kingdom to 
a parliament, which if we were ſucceſsful 


would know how to provide for the ſafety 
of themſelves and the people. 1 replied, 


hoped he was not out of charity with the 
King and government, tho' he had nof men- 
tioned the preſervation of either; and that 
tho' there had been that failure of juſtice in 
the adminiſtration of it, which he had men- 


tioned, yet*that was not the defect of the 
conſtitution, nor did it lie directly upon the 


King to anſwer for it, the law having provid- 


ed otherwiſe, and made only thoſe _ 


ious to puniſhment, who by the wrong 
uſe of the King's authority ſhould miſap- 
ply the laws: that, for my part, I thought 
the King a good and merciful prince. ill 
adviſed, and the government the beſt in the 
world, and therefore would not draw my 


ſword for the deſtruction of either; and that 
if they were of the ſame opinion, I thought 
it our intereſt to ſay fo in our Declaration, and 
then we muſt expect great aſſiſtance, and the 
war might end in a happy accommodation, 


between the King and his people. The 
3 : duke 
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duke of Monmouth, my lord Ruſſel, nd 
Mr. Hambden, who had been filent all this 


while (and heard me preach their doctrine 


which before was agreed on) declared, they 
were all of my opinion; upon which colo- 


nel Sidney ſaid he had heard, when wiſe 


men drew their ſwords againſt their King, 
they laid afide the thoughts of treating with 
him ; but he would talk no more of that mat- 
ter ſince we were all of one mind. When 


this diſcourſe was ended, and ſeveral others, 
I aſked colonel Sidney in what hands they 
had reſolved to place the management of the 
war; he ſaid, they had not reſolved that, 
but he thought i it would not be in any others, 
than thoſe perſons who made up our little 


Council, and one or two more who might 
be thought on. Then I deſired to know 
what power the General ſhould have, and 


whether he ſhould act according to his own 


judgment, or receive his inſtructions and 
be governed by the orders of our Council. 


Ves ſurely, ſaid he, for we being the princi- 


pals in the war, ought to govern it, and no 


wiſe General, but will deſire it may be ſo for 
his own juſtification. I told him many incon- 
veniencies might ariſe from thence; for if a 


General had no power but what he derived 


from 


2 
— 
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from a Council, he would be deſpiſed by 


his officers, and loſe many opportunities of 
fighting to advantage for want of orders, 


which might happen by the abſence of the 


Council, or ſome accident; and that if 


ever the reſerving that power to a Council 
could be neeeſſary, it muſt be when the con- 
duct of the General was ſufpected; and one 
ſo qualified, I thought, would not be cho- 
en: if his integrity were the apprehenſion, 


the tying up of his hands would be of little 
uſe, for whoever had the command of any 


army in ſuch a caſe as ours, might do what 
he pleaſed with it, if once he were beloved 


by it, and of that he had ſeen an example in 
the late times. Colonel Sidney replied, he 


knew but of one General we could have, 
and that was the duke of Monmouth, whoſe 
conduct or integrity he did not doubt, and 


therefore was not for tying up his Dam as 
| IT called it; but if he might adviſe him, he 


ſhould go to Scotland, which would make 


the ſucceſs of that war more certain; there he 


would get good footing, be at the head of a 
conquering army, and then might treat with 
his father, for that was all he found us in- 


clined to, I told him I would give the duke 


of Monmouth the ſame advice, if I defired 
E never 
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never more to fee him in England. My 


lord Ruſſel and Mr. Hambden both oppoſed 
the duke of Monmouth's going to Scotland, 


and ſaid there would be an end then of the 


Weſtern riſing; for Sir William Courtney 


and others in the Weſt would not have en- 


gaged to riſe, but upon the promiſe of the 
duke of Monmouth's being with them; ſo 


that put an end to colonel Sidney's propoſals... 


Aiter that we had many diſcourſes more tedi- 
ous (if poſſible) than thoſe J have related, 
but at laſt we came to this reſolution : That 
we ſhould chiefly apply ourſelves to the affair 


of Scotland, till it was diſpatched: that at 


our next meeting we ſhould diſcourſe the 
heads of a Declaration, and agree on a me- 
thod for raiſing of money; that the ten 
thouſand pounds ſhould be lent to my lord 
Argyll with all ſpeed, that, if poſlible, the 


Scotch riſing might begin before the end of 


June: that a meſſenger ſhould come from 


Scotland (as ſoon as ever they were in arms) 


to London, where one. ſhould be ready to 


carry the news to the duke of Monmouth 
at my houſe in Suſſex, where he was to be 
privately a week before the riſing, that he 
might not be ſecured, if there were any ſuſ- 


picion of it, and they would be ready on the 
* 1 = ar 


17 
firſt notice, to ride away to Taunton, where 
he was to be received by Mr. Trenchard. 
That my lord Macclesfield ſhould have the 
ſame intelligence given him in Cheſhire. 
It was not determined, where my lord Ruſ- 
ſel's poſt ſhould be, whether in London, or 
whether his lordſhip or Sir Francis Rowles 
ſhould, with a good number of horſe, make 
their way to Taunton, which was defigned 
as their general rendezvous in the Weſt, and 


known by vait numbers there, as Mr, Wade 


can inform your Majeſty, This is all I can 
remember at preſent was agreed _ at 


that time, 


About a week or ten de after, there 


was another meeting: I was not at it, 
being prevented by ſome accident, which 


I have forgot; but at the duke of Mon- 
mouth's my lord Ruſſel gave me this ac- 
count of it: That they had agreed upon a 
Declaration, which would be to our minds, 
and that my lord of Eſſex and colonel Sid- 
ney had undertaken to draw it: that as to 
the raiſing of money, they thought it ſafeſt 


for all ot us to lay it down, as much as we were 


able, left by collecting money, we ſhould be 


diſcovered; but that Mr. Hambden and 
himſelf had ventured to ſpeak to ſome friends 
in the city, who had promiſed them to aſſiſt 
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us, RE) he did not doubt but in a ſhort time 


to return my lord Argyll a good ſum to begin 


withal. That as for himſelf he was no mo- 
neyed man, however ſhould be able to lay 
down two or three thouſand pounds, and 
hoped I would do the like; which I pro- 


miſed to do, if I could get fo much without 


giving ſuſpicion, for I had not ſuch a ſum by 
me ; a bigger ſum was never propoſed to me, 
tho' I hear it was reported I had promiſed 
ten thouſand pounds. My lord told me alſo, 


that the cabal would not meet again in a good 
while all together for fear of obſervation. 


In a ſhort time after this diſcourſe 1 was 
brought before the Council for the arms 
found in my houſe, which were bought long 


before, and very publickly, and lay ſo in my 
houſe to the view of all my ſervants for near 


two years, and were not bought with any other 
intent but to furniſh my three houſes in 
Eſſex, Suſſex, and Northumberland; how- 
ever they gave ſuch ſuſpicion (tho' but four- 
ſcore in all) that I was obliged to enter with 

my ſureties into a recognizance of 20000 
pounds for the keeping of the peace, After 
that I was unwilling to ſtay in town, and went 
down into Suſſex, where I thought there was 
no great danger of forfeiting my recogni- 
zance before the time of our riſing, and if that 


ſucceeded 


4 9 7 
ſucceeded to our expectations, 1 mould 
hardly be ſued upon it. The day before I 
went out of town, my lord Ruſſel came in 
| the morning to me, who knew of my go- 
ing, and my reaſons, and did not diſapprove 
them. I told his lordſhip I had not the 
| . money by me I had promiſed to lay down; 


| pounds, I would confeſs a judgment for that 
| dum, or give any other ſecurity defired upon 
Le: a a day's notice, whenever he ſent.for me to 
L town, and that I would not give his lordſhip 
that trouble, if I could raiſe the money with- 
out ſuſpicion. My lord was very well ſatis- 
fied, and undertook to procure me the mo- 
— He took his leave of me, and it was for 
. i ever, for 1 aw him o, 
The night before I went out of town I 


ſquare till break of day; he told me, he 
found my lord of Eſſex, colonel Sidney, and 
R all of them, ſhould agree in every thing; and 
be was confident that when we were in arms, 
: | and the King ſaw how ſtrong we were in feve- 
. 


ral places, there would be little blood ſhed, 
for all would end in an accommodation be- 


tween the King and a parliament: but my 


YT 85 E 3 barous 


but if he would procure three thouſand 


walked with the duke of Monmouth in Soho- 


: lord Macclesfield, he ſaid, had made a bar- 
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barous propoſal, which was the murthering 
your Majeſty, for that, my lord ſaid, would 
frighten the King into a compliance, 'The 
duke of Monmouth expreſſed himſelf with 


the greateſt abhorrence of ſuch an action, 


that can be imagined, and ſaid he would not 
conſent to the murthering the meaneſt crea- 
ture (tho' the worſt enemy he had in the 
world) for all the advantages under heaven ; 
and ſhould never have any eſteem for my 
lord Macclesfield while he lived. He pro- 
miſed me at parting, that if any thing hap- 
pened worth my knowing, I ſhould hear 


from him (but how he kept his word I ſhall 


mention preſently) and that he kept his reſo- 
lution of coming down to me a week before 


the riſing. 


I went next morning into Suſſex, which 


was in the month of May, and there 1 


continued till the diſcovery of the plot, 
without hearing one word from the duke 


of Monmouth, my lord Ruſſel, or any 


body, how their affairs went forward : ſo 


that what paſſed among them, after I left 


London, I know not, but as I have heard 


from Sir Thomas Armſtrong at Clives. When 
I heard that colonel Rumſey had delivered 
Himſelf, after having been in a proclamation 


for 


2 
— 


1 
for high treaſon, J did conclude (as well 1 
might) that he came in to be a witneſs; and 


had no great reaſon to expect he ſhould ſpare 


me; however would not provide for my 


own ſafety, by running away (tho I could 
then have made a ſecure eſcape) knowing 


that flight is the greateſt preſumption of 
guilt, and that mine would confirm the truth 


of Rumſey's evidence, which might be the de- 


ſtruction of the duke of Monmouth, and my 
lord Ruſſel, if they were taken, and both of 
them I loved equally with myſelf, tho' in- 


_ deed I had little reaſon at that time; for 


neither of them took care to acquaint me 
with Rumſey's coming in, nor with what re- 


ſolutions they had taken upon it. The intel- 


ligence I had, I owe to Mr. Everit, who 
ſhewed me a letter on the Monday morning, 
that gave an account of Rumſey's being 
come in on the Sunday night before; ſo that 
I had timely notice to go away if I pleaſed. 
On the Tueſday following I went to London, 


being ſummoned to appear in the King's 


bench, to be fined for the riot I was found 
guilty of, in the city (tho' I was not there 
at the time of its being committed, as I made 
appear by ſeveral witneſſes, for the truth of 
which I appealed to Mr. Attorney General.) 
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In my journey thither I was taken by a 
meſſenger, who ſhewed me a warrant he 
had to ſeize me for high treaſon. I could 
then have made an eſcape with eaſe, the meſ- 
ſenger being alone, and I had ſeveral ſer- 
vants with me well armed, but I would not 
ſor the reaſons above mentioned; beſides I was 
| in hopes that Mr. Sheppard would not make 
I a ſecond witneſs; but theſe ſoon vaniſh- 
(0 ed when I came to Whitehall, where J ſaw 
him, and made ſuch obſervations as ſatisfied 

me I had nothing but death to expect un- 
leſs I would diſcover my friends, When I was 
examined before the King, concerning the 
duke of Monmouth and my lord Ruſſel, I 
denied I knew any thing againſt them, and 
at that time would not have accuſed them, to 
ſave my own life: the eſcape I made after- 
wards none can imagine I foreſaw, unleſs 
they will ſuppoſe I had the ſpirit of divination, 
or had agreed with the meſſenger for it, 
© which I proteſt to God I had not, nor ever 
i 9 propoſed it to him; if 1 had, I muſt have 
. offered him a ſum of money that would have 
maintained him beyond ſea, better than his 
5 place here; and if ſuch a bargain had been 
| between us, I ſhould not have gone to the 
Tower-gates, nor would he have ſtayed there 
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behind me. The deliverance I had from 
thence I owe entirely to the providence of 
God, and have made ſo ill uſe of it ſince, 
that I acknowledge his juſtice in delivering 


me into your Majeſty's hands, to whom I 
have forfeited my life by the laws of the king- 
dom; and I pray God direct you, Sir, in your 
diſpoſal of me to your own advantage;and whe- 
ther that be to life or death, I hope I ſhall ſub- 
mit to it, as becomes a man and a Chriſtian, 
I have ſeveral times heard the duke of 
Monmouth and my lord Macclesfield diſ- 
courſe about the London and Cheſhire riſings 
and I particularly remember, that at a time 
when we intended a riſing in London only, 
the duke of Monmouth and my lord Maccles- 
field agreed to dine in the city, and diſcourſe 
of it there; which accordingly they did at 
the George and Vulture: there was the duke 
of Monmouth, my lord Macclesfield, my 
lord Branford, Sir Gilbert Gerard, Sir Tho- 
mas Armſtrong, and myſelf: we had ſeveral 
diſcourſes about the manner of the riſing in . 
the city, and I remember the duke of Mon- =_! 
mouth and my lord Macclesfield did extremely 14 a 
diſpute about it. I have not yet forgot ſeve- =; 
ral of my lord Macclesfield's propoſals, My 175 
lord Ruſſel has often told me, that Mr. Shep- 3 
pard 
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pard was to return over the money to my lord 
Argyll, and would, in a veſſel of his own, ſend 


over the Scotch gentlemen for Holland, which 


ſhould alſo aſſiſt my lord Argyll in tranſport- 
ing from London his arms and ammunition, or 
his company. Sir Thomas Armſtrong has alſo 
acquainted me, when we were beyond fea, 
that Mr. Sheppard had received ſome thou. 
ſands of pounds from my lord Ruſſel, to 
tranſmit to my lord Argyll, juſt before the 
diſcovery of the plot; and uſed it as an argu- 
ment to me of Mr. Sheppard's being an un- 
willing witneſs at my lord Ruſſel's trial, that 
he did not mention the receipt of that money 
from my lord Ruſſel, which would have been 


an overt act of his treaſon; beſides he could 


have given a fuller evidence againſt my lord 


Ruſſel than any of the witneſſes, having very 


often diſcourſed with my lord upon the plot, 
and adviſed him what men in the city were 
to be applied to for money; and had con- 
trived with him the manner of the city riſing, 
and could, if he would, accuſe ſeveral of our 
beſt and ableſt friends there, which he had 


not done; and therefore Sir Thomas did infer 


from this his management, that fear only 


made him own what he did, which was alto 
little; that if I were taken, he ſaid, I ſhould 


1 
be in no great danger of a trial, colonel Rum- 
ſey being the only witneſs beſides, that could 
be brought againſt me, I have heard in 
Holland, from ſome who came out of Eng- 
land, that Mr, Sheppard had found out a very 
convenient way of getting money, which was 


the borrowing of it of ſome perſons in the 
city, who durſt not refuſe him for fear of 


being accuſed by him: alderman Corniſh was 
one he treated ſo kindly; and I have heard 


another named, but at preſent cannot remem- 


ber the perſon, My lord Brandon, Sir Tho- 


mas Armſtrong, and myſelf have a hundred 


times diſcourſed of moſt of the affairs before 


related; and I never ſaw a man ſo zealous 


for a rebellion, that kept his word and engage- 
ments no better, than my lord Brandon, when 


he had the opportunity he wiſhed for. He 


has often conſulted with Sir Thomas and 
me how to ſurprize a caſtle or fort, which 


I think his lordſhip ſaid was in Cheſter, or 


I am ſure very near it; but am confident was 


more pleaſed with talking of it, than he 
would have been with executing his deſign, 
if he had been ordered to attempt it. Mr. 


Charlton was alſo acquainted by Sir Thomas 


Armſtrong and me with all our affairs, and did 


adviſe us about the management both of the 
city 
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City and Cheſhire riſings. Major Bremon was 
diſcourſed by me (by order of the duke of 
Monmouth) about the poſſibility of ſurprizing 
Portſmouth ; but it came to nothing, for he 
faid it could not be done, This is all I can 


aàt preſent call to mind of our treaſonable 
practices before I left England, but it is poſ- 


ſible I may have forgot ſeveral things. 
About the latter end of June 83 I made 
my eſcape out of England, and went in July 
following to Cleve; the latter end of Auguſt, 
or beginning of September, Sir Thomas Arm- 
ſtrong came to me: we were both ſo well 
pleaſed with the place, and the kind recep- 
tion we met with, that we reſolved to con- 
tinue there till God's providence ſhould 
otherwiſe diſpoſe of us. As for my own part, 
I laid afide all thoughts of England, but ſuch 
as were for my ſupport, and held no corre- 
ſpondence with any in it, but about my own 
private affairs, till ſuch time as monſieur 
Fucks was ſent Embaſlador, by his maſter the 
elector of Brandenburgh, to the States of Hol- 
land; who in his way thither reſted ſome days 
at Cleve, where by the means of ſome friends 
I became acquainted with him (which to the 
beſt of my remembrance was the next ſpring 


after my coming over.) Our acquaintance 
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in a ſhort time grew to ſo great a friendſhip, 


that I received many proofs of his, and was 
encouraged by them to beg the aſſiſtance of 
his intereſt in procuring an employment for 


Sir Thomas Armſtrong in his maſter's ſervice; 


which he very readily promiſed, and had 


performed, if Sir Thomas had lived to go to 
Berlin. About this time I found by news 


letters and gazettes, that although the duke 


of Monmouth had his pardon, yet he lay 


concealed; and, having no correſpondence 
with him, could imagine no other reaſon for 
his doing ſo, but the avoiding being a witneſs 


at Mr, Hambden's trial, or ſome other, 
which for all I knew might be coming on; 
which if true, I thought he would ſoon leave 
England, and be very glad of ſome honora- 
ble employment abroad; whereupon: (after 


ſuch diſcourſes as 1 thought neceflary to pre- 


pare a miniſter for the propoſal I had to make) 
I propoſed to monſieur Fucks the duke of 


Monmouth's coming into his maſter's ſervice | 
as his General; or if that could not be obtain=- 
ed, as Lieutenant General. Monſieur Fucks 
was ſo well pleaſed with the propoſition, that 
he immediately writ to the elector, and at his 
return from Holland ſhewed me his anſwer, 
which to the beſt of my remembrance was to 


this 
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this ſenſe; that he was not at preſent engaged 
in any war, but did believe it would not be 


long before he ſhould have occaſion to uſe-his | 


arms; that when he had, the duke of Mon- 
mouth might be ſure that he ſhould be very 
glad of his ſervice, and in the mean time did 
deſire above all things to ſee him at Berlin; 
where he might promiſe himſelf as kind a 
reception as he could deſire. With this anſwer | 
(and all the ſteps that I had made in this 


affair) I immediately acquainted major Wild- 


man (by the means of a friend) whom 1 
thought moſt likely to convey it to the duke 
of Monmouth; which he did, and returned 
me this anſwer. 

That the duke of PRESS” would be 
very willing to accept of either of the employ- 
ments, but would not leave a certainty for an 


uncertainty, What was meant by the cer- 
tainty I knew not then; nor could I find out 


what part of the anſwer was thanks to me for 


the pains I had taken to ſerve him, Imme- 


diately after theſe tranſactions with monſieur 


Fucks, Mr. Ferguſon comes to Cleve, and 


diſcourſing with me, began with a long pre- 
amble of our ſad circumſtances, and with the 
heavy oppreſſions, which, he ſaid, the three 
nations groaned under; and at the end of his 

harangue 


179 1 


harangue told me, that ſome on that ſide the 


water had held a correſpondence with Scot- 
land, in order to a riſing (notwithſtanding 


the difficulties we at preſent laboured under) 


and that the people of that kingdom were ſo 


generally diſpoſed to it, that nothing could 


prevent their being in a flame in a ſhort time, 
but that my lord Argyll himſelf, and others, 
were afraid it would prove a ſecond Both- 
well Bridge buſineſs, unleſs men of more pru- 
dent underſtandings, and greater quality, did 
engage in this, than did in that. And there- 


fore his buſineſs with me was to perſuade me 
to ſend for the duke of Monmouth, and to 


procure a meeting, and good underſtanding, 


between him and my lord Argyll. When 


he had ended his diſcourſe (which was very 
tedious) I told him, that from my leaving 


England to that time I had held no corre- 
ſpondence with the duke of Monmouth; that 


I did believe I knew how Uto ſend to him, 


but would not about ſuch an affair as that was; 


and that if my lord Argyll had any thin g more 
to ſay to me, I thought myſelf obliged to hear 


him. Mr. Ferguſon left me upon this anſwer, 


but told me, when he had ſpoke with my lord 


Argyil I theuld hear from him, for he was 
re my lord would defire to ſpeak with me; 


but 


Ca 
* 7 A 
LR 


"A 


— — — — 
— co _— — FO RIS. — 
rie q — 2 
S - £ far = 


4 * = x * —_— 
3 = 1 . 
wg, _ - —— 
” * * * 7 * — 2 8 "To — 
* 2 Cee - — « — 1 , < 
PPP 
8 * LL — > "6-2-2 OE A 


— 


— 


= > 2 . 


OO — — — 


23 


| 80 [ 
but I never heard afterwards that he did, nor 
did I believe any thing of Mr. Ferguſon's 
ſtory, but looked upon it as an imaginary 


| rebellion of his own brain: but had I given 


crdit to it, I would not at this time have 


drawn my ſword againſt the King, tho', by 


doing ſo, I had been ſure of reſtoring myſelf 
to my former condition in England: and my 


- reaſon was this; I had ſome conſiderable time 


before been told by one Mr. Steward, who 
lived in Utrecht, that the King in his demands 
to the States of that province had excepted the 
duke of Monmouth and myſelf from being 


delivered by them into his hands, tho' he 


required the delivery of all others within the 
proclamations fled thither for protection. Whe- 
ther my intelligence was falſe or not, I know 
not, but I looked upon it as true, and the 


generous compaſſion of the King beſtowed on 


one, wno ſo little deſerved it, made that 
impreſſion upon me, that I repented at my 
heart the having been engaged in ſo many 


' rebellious deſigns for diſturbing the peace of 


his government. I hope I may be believed 
in this, ſince it is no excuſe for the crimes I 
committed before or ſince, and therefore can 
be of no advantage to me to tell ſuch a ye, 

even if it were fo, . 


some 


me | 


[ 811 
Some time after my diſcourſe with Mr. 
Ferguſon, the duke of Monmouth came 


publicly to Bruſſels, which, as near as 


T can remember, was about the time of 


Luxembourg's being beſieged. Sir Thomas 
Armſtrong had juſt before received a promiſe 
from Berlin, of the employment before ſpoken 


of; and upon the news of the duke of Mon- 


mouth's s being at Bruſſels, reſolved to wait on 


him, and to perſuade him (if poſſible) to quit 
the Spaniſh ſervice, for the employment we 
thought he might have in the elector s, at the 
expence only of a journey to Berlin, Sir 
Thomas uſed many arguments to perſuade 


me to accompany him, which I refuſed, tell- 


ing him, that after all I had ſuffered for 
eſpouſing the duke of Monmouth's intereſt, 
and the ſervice I had done him abroad, even 
without his direction, I had met with a very 


ungrateful return from him, having then been 


near a year out of England, and in all that 
time had not received a letter, or ſo much as 
a civil meſſage from him; and therefore I 
reſolved to concern myſelf no further with 


him nor his affairs; and I wiſh from my heart 


1 had kept that reſolution. Sir Thomas went 


his journey, and J continued at Cleve till he 


returned from Bruſſels to Rotterdam, from 
F whence 
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whence he writ to me, and deſired very ear- 
neſtly to ſee me there; for that he intended 
to go from Amſterdam to Berlin, and not by 
the way of Cleve. Upon the receipt of his let- 
ter, and having buſineſs of my own at that 
time in Holland, I went to Rotterdam, where 
Sir Thomas delivered me a letter very compli- 


mental from the duke of Monmouth ; but by 


the ſenſe and expreſſions in it, I found I was 
more obliged to Sir Thomas than him. Sir 
Thomas Armſtrong and captain Matthews 
(who was with him) preſſed me very earneſtly 
to go to Bruſſels, and offered to go with me; 
but the letter from the duke of Monmouth 
making me no ſuch invitation, I refuſed going 
for the ſame reaſons I did before at Cleve, I 
found by Sir Thomas that the duke of Mon- 
mouth had no thoughts of going to Berlin, 

believing it might prejudice him in England, 

to be where either of us were who were then 
outlawed. Sir Thomas and I left Rotterdam 
in two or three days, deſigning for Amſter- 
dam: but in our way thither, were both 


ſeized at Leyden; M the particulars of that I 
think I need not relate, After my eſcape 


thence I returned to Cleve, and in a ſhort 


time after, my lord Argyll with ſeveral Eng- 


liſh outlaws came thither; during my lord's 
Conti- 


1 1631 | 
continuance, I Side made nor received 
a viſit from him, nor had any diſcourſe 


with him. A little before my lord's de- 


 parture, Mr Richard Goodenough (who was 


very converſant with my lord and his com- 
pany) walking with me begun a diſcourſe 


much to the ſame purpoſe as Mr. Ferguſon's, 


which I have before related; but with this 
difference, that the duke of Monmouth's 
being ſent for was not propoſed; and he only 


mentioned as a perſon who might be very 


ſerviceable in ſuch an undertaking. I made 
the fame anſwer, as near as I can remember, 


to Mr. Goodenough, as I had done before 


to Mr, Ferguſon: upon which he replied, 
that all our friends on that ſide the water 
were very ſenſible of the duke of Monmouth's 

ingratitude, but thought me the greateſt 
inſtance of it, and therefore wondered I would 
not act without him; that they were confi- 
dent he held a correſpondence with the King, 
and had told all he knew to him; but as for 
his own part, he had a more charitable opi- 
nion of him. After a long diſcourſe, too 


tedious and inſignificant to relate, he aſked, 
me, if a rifing were intended in England, 
whether I would engage in it. To which 
ON him a very dubious reply,he preſſed me 


F 2 further 
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farther with this queſtion ; that if Sir Wil- 
liam Courtney and ſeveral other gentlemen 

of quality, who were of my acquaintance, 
were engaged in a deſign to take arms, and 
ſhould make ſuch a propoſal to me, whether 
I would then engage with them. To which 
I anſwered, that if Sir William Courtney, or 
the other gentlemen whoſe names he did 
conceal, ſhould make ſuch a propoſition to 
me, I ſhould not want an anſwer for them: 
and ſo our diſcourſe of that kind ended; and 
J hearing no more from them, did believe the 
uneaſineſs of their condition had put them 
upon forming rebellions in their own imagi- 
nations, which they knew not how to put in 
execution. My lord Argyll and his company 
left Cleve in a few days after my diſcourſe 
with Mr. Goodenough, but he continued 
there till I received a letter from monſieur 
Fucks, wherein he told me, that letters from 
the duke of Monmouth, directed to him, were 
taken in Sir Thomas Armſtrong's pockets; 
that they had made a great noiſe in the court 
of England, and that not only Mr. Godol- 
phin (now my Lord) had made a complaint 

againſt him to the elector's envoy, for aſſiſt- 

ing the King's enemies, but that the King had 
alſo v:complained, that the elector gave protec- 


tion 
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tion to ſome who had been in a conſpiracy 
againſt his life; therefore he deſired of me, 
in the elector's name, that all ſuch perſons 
would leave his territories. Upon which, 
Mr. Goodenough, his brother, and Mr, 
Nelthorpe did; but I thinking my caſe diffe- 
rent from theirs, did diſtinguiſh between 


them, in a letter to monſieur Fucks, and 


deſired him, that if the elector doubted the 


truth of it, to ſend it to the King, who I was 


ſure had too much juſtice to contradict what 
I therein affirmed. Whether my letter was 
ſent to the King or not, I do not know, but 


TI had leave to continue at Cleve. During the 
time of this intercourſe by letters with Mr. 
Fucks, Bryan, a ſervant of the duke of Mon- 


mouth's, comes to Cleve, who at firſt I thought 
was ſent with a letter or meſſage to me ; but I 


found I was obliged to the ſervant, and not 


the maſter, for the honour of the viſit, his 
buſineſs being at Berlin with monſieur Fucks, 


o whom he had letters from the duke of 
Monmouth, and orders to take the neareſt 
way thither. I was much ſurprized at this 
extraordinary journey; and the more ſo, that 


J had no account from the duke of Mon- 


mouth of his buſineſs there. I did not ima- 


gine it did relate to the employment J had 
F I before 


2 — ——— — 


n 


* 


2 


1 n ä „ A 
3 1 „ — — 2 
- — — — — mr, 2 ew 
F rc EE ne 


v 
— 


— 


2 n - + WB: a 
— ————_ - =: 2 —— | ; 
Tg . —— * 
5 - « - a” IE 8. 
— . — 


[ 86 ] 
before procured him ſome aſſurances of; for 
if he had thought of that, I promiſed myſelf 
the ſatisfaction of being acquainted with it, 


having managed that whole affair myſelf, 
and with ſucceſs, without his orders or in- 


ſtructions, with no other intent but to ſerve 
him: but I ſoon found myſelf miſtaken in 
my charitable opinion of his kindneſs and 


_ eivility to me, and that the only intent of that 
journey was to procure himſelf the employ- 


ment by his own management; leſt if he 
owed it to me, he ſhould be obliged to give 
me an employment under him, which he 

thought would injure him in England. This 
was diſcovered to me many ways, but beyond 
all contradiction by a meſſage I received from 
him, by a friend of mine, to this effect : 
That if I did come to Berlin, it was what he 


could not help; but receiving a viſit from 


me, or paying one to me, was in his power, 
and it would injure him if he did either; 


therefore he deſired me not to do one, nor 
expect the other; he deſired withal, I 


would believe he had as great a love and kind- 
neſs for me as ever; which indeed I did do 


him juſtice in, by thinking I had then the 


exact meaſure of it. But to return to Bryan, 
whom I ſuffered to continue his journey, which 


J could 


[87 ] 


I could have prevented, had I acquainted his 


maſter with the poſture of affairs at that 
time at Berlin; but I confeſs I had malice 
enough to deſire that I might not be the only 
one deceived: ſo Bryan went to Berlin, and 
delivered his letters to monſieur Fucks, who 
was ſo alarmed with the reports of the letters 


which were taken with Sir Thomas Arm- 


ſtrong, the complaints made againſt him by 
the envoy in England to the elector, the 
noiſe it made at Berlin, and the frequent diſ- 
courſes the French Embed monſieur Ra- 
binniac had with him upon that ſubject, 
that nothing was ſo terrible to him as the 
name of the duke of Monmouth, which 
made him diſpatch Bryan away in great haſte; 
and ſo the project failed. 

About the latter end of Auguſt, or begin- 
ning of September, Bryan returning from Ber- 


lin, took Cleve in his way to Dearing, where 


his maſter then was, to whom ] ſent a letter 


by him; the ſubſtance of it was, that I 


having been twelve months out of England, 
without having once the honour to ſee him, 
and bein g now reſolved to take a long journey 
to ſettle in a place from whence there was 
little probability of my returning, I did deſire 
to wait on him to bid him farewel. The 


country I intended to ſettle in was Switzer- 
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td. where 1 have I might live cheap» 
which was a very neceſſary inducement to 


one in my circumſtances, who had little for 


a ſupport, and leſs to expect from the duke 
of Monmouth, who tho' he ſhould have the 


good fortune to obtain a conſiderable employ- 


ment abroad, did not deſign me one under 


him; which were hopes I did once flatter. 


myſelf with, till his obliging meſſage unde- 


_ ceived me; and his grateful treatment of me 


in many things, which I forbear to relate, 
plainly ſhewed me, that he thought me no 
longer capable of ſerving him ; and therefore 
was to be laid aſide like other all animals, 
when they become ſo. 

In November following, the duke of Mon- 
mouth appointed me a meeting at Runcum, 
three hours from Dearing ; at his leaving 
Dearing, he pretended to go for Bruſſels, but 
gave his ſervants the flip, and came to the 
appointed place, where we met. It would 
be almoſt endleſs and inſignificant to give an 
account of our tedious diſcourſes, with which 


we were both tired ; but in the end he pre- 


vailed with me to think no more of Switzer- 


land, till his return out of England, whither 
he was then going, as he told me, to make 


ſuit of his right | in the manor of Spalding; 
and 


189 


and did alſo intend to wait privately on the 


King, and to uſe his utmoſt intereſt with him 


in my behalf; which I extremely doubted, 
he having once forgot it before. I accom- 


panied. him as far as Utrecht in his way to 


the Brille, and trom thence returned to Cleve. 


At our parting he promiſed me, I ſhould 


hear from him ſo ſoon as he came from Eng- 
land; how well he kept his word with me 


I ſhall mention in its proper place. | 
A little before Chriſtmas, ſome friends of 
mite at Cleve, who were going to the court 
of Berlin (where they were very conſiderable) 
diſcourſing me of my ownaffairs, and commi- 
ſerating my condition, offered me to employ 
their utmoſt intereſt with the miniſters, to 
procure me a regiment of horſe in the Elector's 
' ſervice. I thought the attempt at that time 
very unlikely to meet with ſucceſs; however 


_ conſented they ſhould try; and knowing moſt 


of the German courts to be very poor, and 
the miniſters by conſequence generally very 
mercenary (of which crime I muſt acquit 
monſieur Fucks, who is the moſt generous 


man I ever was acquainted with) I told 


them I could procure two thouſand crowns, 
which being managed by them to the beſt 
advantage, might do me more ſervice, than 
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regiment at Berlin, and with my reſolutions 


[ 90 1 


all the good - natured arguments they could 


uſe. They went their journey, and ſoon 


after their arrival at Berlin ſent me a pro- 
miſe of the employment; whereupon I em- 
ployed a friend of mine to ſome lords and 


_ gentlemen in England (whoſe names I ſhall 


have occaſion to uſe in this relation) to ac- 
quaint them I defired they would lend me 
five hundred pounds among them to pur- 
chaſe a regiment of horſe in the Elector of 
Brandenburgh's ſervice, and that I would 
repay it out of the profits of my employment. 
1 had many fair promiſes from them, and 
did not doubt the performance for many 
reaſons ; but I, who never was in the right 


Þefore, was hs then alſo. 


About the latter end of December, or 
men gof january, the duke of Monmouth 
appeared publickly at Bruſſels, and after 
ſome ſtay there went to the Hague, from 
whence I long expected to hear from him ac- 
cording to his promiſe at our parting; but 
the good-natured fit which then poſſeſſed him, 


being over, he neglected to keep it. 


A fortnight before the King's death cap- 


tain Matthews came to ſee me, and J ac- 


quainted him with the aſſurances I had of a 


of 


[91] 


of going thither; whereupon he preſſed me 
very earneſtly to return with him to the 
Fague, and take my leave of the duke of 


Monmouth ; which I the more willingly 
complied with, expecting in Holland at that 


time bills for the five hundred pounds before 
mentioned. I went with him to the Hague 


where I ſaw the duke of Monmouth, who 
told me he had not ſeen the King, being 
adviſed to the contrary by his friends in 
England, and aſſured by them that there 


was no hopes of doing me any ſervice with his 
| Majeſty. He acquainted me alſo, that the 


dutcheſs his wife had prevented his fale of 


his right in the manor of Spalding (for 


which he could have had ten thouſand pounds) 


having obtained a grant from the King of his 


perſonal eſtate. before he had his pardon: 
He was extremely enraged with his wife, and 


very much diſturbed at his diſappointment of 


the money. I aſked him how he intended 
to diſpoſe of himſelf the approaching ſum- 
mer; hereplied, in the Emperor's ſervice as 


a volunteer. The next morning he talked of 


going to Swedeland, and before night, told 
me, he reſolved to go to the court of Zell, 
where the prince of Orange had promiſed 
to introduce him, intending a journey thither 


himſelf, 
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himſelf, I acquainted him with the expec- 
tations I had of an employment at Berlin, 
and my reſolutions of going thither, and 
with the ſum of money it would coſt me; 
but did not aſk him at that time to lend it 
me, nor did he proffer it. I would then 
have taken my leave of him, but he deſired 
me to ſtay ſome time longer, telling me 
there was a deſign laid in the Hague againſt 
his life, and acquainted me with the parti- 
culars of it. 

Two days after, we had news of the 
King's death, which extremely ſurprized us 
all, having not heard one word of his ſick- 

_ neſs, Upon this news the duke of Mon- 
mouth took a reſolution of going to Bruſſels, 
and I believe knew no more why, than he 

did the reaſons of his ſo often changing his 
reſolutions before. The next night I took 
my leave of him, and went to Amſterdam ; 
J lay privately, no perſon but Mr Dare 

knowing my lodgings, who coming often to 
me, acquainted me, that Mr. Ferguſon 

knew of my being in town, was very inqui- 
ſitive after my lodgings, and had a great de- 
fire to ſpeak with me; which I did not in- 
tend he ſhould: but he had that opportunity 
afterwards, at a Dutch merchant's, one mon- 
ſieur 
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ſieur Oylbrook, by whom I was invited to 


ſupper, whither Mr. Ferguſon came, being 


alſo acquainted with him. Mr. Ferguſon de- 


firing to ſpeak with me alone, we retired 


into another room, where after a long diſ- 
courſe of the duke of Monmouth's conduct 
during the time of his being beyond ſea; of 
the many reports which had been ſpread by 
himſelf and others to the duke of Mon- 
mouth's prejudice; of his ungrateful de- 


portment to my lord Argyll, myſelf, and 


many more; of the apprehenſions moſt had, 


that he had conſtantly held a correſpondence 


with his father; he ſaid all theſe ſuſpicions 
were now to be laid aſide, for no man could 
_ apprehend his correſponding with your Ma- 


jeſty and all injuries on both ſides to be remem- 


bered no more; and that a perfe& unity 


among us was abſolutely neceflary to preſerve 


the liberties of three kingdoms, and the pro- 
teſtant religion in them, and by conſequence 
in all Europe. And to me he recommended 
the procuring a meeting between the duke of 
Monmouth and the lord Argyll, that there 
might be an amicable end of all differences, 
and we might jointly apply ourſelves to the 
redemption of our ſeveral countries. 
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At the end of this learned harangue, 1 
told Mr. Ferguſon, he could not direct his 
diſcourſe to a more improper perſon than 


myſelf, for that I had taken my leave of 


the duke of Monmouth, had quitted all 


thoughts of concerning myſelf any more 


with publick affairs, and was going a long 
Journey to ſettle where I hoped to live at 


_ eaſe; that I ſhould be glad to do good offices 


1 the duke of Monmouth and thoſe 


he had named, but my departure would be 


too ſudden to accompliſh that work. He 
aſked me where the duke of Monmouth was, 
and what reſolution he had taken upon the 
news of the King's death. I told him he 
was gone to Bruſſels, and that as for his in- 
tentions, I knew them not, and it was im- 
poſſible any body ſhould, he changed them 
ſo often: Upon which Mr. Ferguſon in ſome 
heat ſaid, that if the duke of Monmouth did 


not act ſpeedily for the redemption of his 


country, there were thoſe that would with- 
out him. Our diſcourſe ended for that time: 
but after ſupper, as I was returning home, 


Mr. Ferguſon overtook me in the ſtreet, and 


in a great paſſion railed at the duke of Mon- 
mouth, condemning him for great numb- 
neſs of ſpirit and flothfalneſs, and ſaid, tho' 

he 


„„ 
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he had been idle, there were others had 
been active enough. I was to have anſwered 
him, but he was ſo full of what he had to 


ſay, and ſo impatient to unload himſelf, that 


he would not hear a reply; but went on to 
this purpoſe : That my lord Argyll, and ſe- 
veral Scotch gentlemen on that fide the war 


ter, had for ſome time held a correſpondence 


wa many noblemen and gentlemen in 


Scotland; that they had reſolved on a riſing in 


that kingdom, and that in order to it my 
lord Argyll had bought a great quantity of 
arms and all ſorts of ammunition for war, 
and had got a great many Scotch officers, 


which he had drawn from the ſervice of 
the Prince of Orange, and ſeveral German 
Princes; that he wanted for no money, and 
that all things were in that readineſs for his 


deſign, that a diſcovery now could not pre- 


vent the execution. And therefore once 
more he preſſed me to ſend for the duke of 


Monmouth, that there might be a meeting 
between him and my lord Argyll. 


By this time Mr. Ferguſon was out of 


breath, and I had his leave to ſpeak, and 
told him, that I would not ſend a letter to 


Bruſſels about ſuch an affair as he had diſ- 
:ourſed of, and to deſire the duke of Mon- 
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mouth to come to Amſterdam ; without ac- 
quainting him with the reaſons why I thought 
it improper : That I had no acquaintance to 
ſend whom I could intruſt with ſuch a ſecret, and 


therefore I thought he had beſt go to Bruſſels, 


and wait on the duke of Monmouth himſelf. 
I knew that propoſal would ſtop his mouth, 
and that he would not at that time truſt God 
Almighty with his perſon out of Amſter- 


dam: and it proved ſo, for he refuſed to go, 


and talked no more to me upon that ſubject; 


but a few days after told me he was very 


ſorry that the other night he had troubled 
me with ſo long a hiſtory, in which there 


was nothing of truth; and immediately fell 


into a great paſſion of railing againſt ſeveral 
of his countrymen, ſaying they had abuſed 
him, in aſſuring him of the truth of all he 
had acquainted me with; which upon ex- 
amination he found to be all falſe, and there- 
fore he reſolved to remove a great way from 
thence, where he was offered a very good 
living, and there intended to ſettle, I ſeemed 
to believe all he ſaid, and. appeared as 
much deceived, as I thought he would have 
me; but did then think more than I did 
before, that there was ſome riſing in- 
tended in Scotland, and that the reaſon of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ferguſon's laſt diſcourſe was the — 


coldneſs and back wardneſs he obſerved in me 


to engage the duke of Monmouth or myſelf 


in it. 
I was confirmed in that opinion, a few 


days after, by Mr. Dare, who told me the 
Scotch wad ſent to the duke of Monmouth, 


and they received a very obliging anſwer 
from him, and that the duke of Monmouth 
and my lord Argyll would ſoon have a 


meeting, and that Mr. Ferguſun had told 
him ſo. While I was diſcourfing with Mr. 
Dare, I received a letter from monſieur 


Fucks to this ſenſe : That the Elector was 


very deſirous to be acquainted with the pre- 
ſent poſture of affairs in England, and had 


commanded him to defire me to expedite 


my journey thither, and to aſſure me of a 
kind reception, and that I might promiſe 
myſelf the having what I had defired, 


This invitation had been very agreeable 


to me, if I had not wanted money at that 


time to carry me to Berlin, which I labour- 


ed to get, but in vain, and out of friend 


ſhip forbear to name by whom refuſed ; but 
the hopes of the five hundred pounds, ſo 
often promiſed me from England, I ſtill 


* myſelf with, till, about ten days 
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after, I received another letter from monſieur 


Fucks (very different from the former) 
wherein he acquainted me, that your Ma- 


jeſty had ſent to the Elector, and did re- 


quire from him, as a mark of his friendſhip, 
the withdrawing his protection from me, 
and that he would not ſuffer me to continue 


Within his territories, Monſieur - Fucks 
condoled with me my hard fortune, but 


ſaid, reaſons of ſtate obliged his maſter to 
a compliance with your Majeſty. This was 
not the only diſappointment I met with, for 


ſoon after I found myſelf deceived in my ex- 


pectation of the five hundred pounds, ſo of- 
ten promiſed me, which of all things that 
ever befel me, ſurprized me the moſt; ſome 


of thoſe I would have borrowed it of ow- 


ing their lives to me, and money which I 
laid out in Holland, to ſend away a witneſs 
who would have hanged them; for whoſe 
ſakes I had not only hazarded my life, but 
loſt all in England I could once call my own. 

I was at this time in as ſad circumſtances 
as can well be imagined: I had before me 
the proſpect of de always a vagabond, 


and that a poor one too. | had loft all hopes 


of the employment promiſed me at Berlin, 
and alſo of the retreat I had formerly found 


. Ds os 


8 
8 


to 


in the Elector's country: I could not go to 
Switzerland (where once I deſigned) unleſs I 


intended to ſtarve when I came there; being 


diſappointed. and forſaken (and that barba- 


rouſly too) by thoſe in England from whom 


I had reaſon to expect a better treatment; ſo 


that I had not a place to hide my head in, 
except a garret in Amſterdam, This melan- 
choly condition of mine was a very neceſſary 


preparative for the wicked undertaking I 


engaged in afterwards; waich fell out after 


this manner. Captain Matthews came ſome 
ſhort time after theſe my misfortunes, one 
morning to my chamber, and told me he 
came from the duke of Monmouth, to pro- 


vide a lodging for him in that city, and that 
he would be there in two or three days: 
that ſince his own arrival at Amſterdam 
(which was that morning) he had been with 
Mr, Ferguſon, who had entertained him 
with a long diſcourſe ; and ſo repeated to me 
the whole hiſtory of my lord Argyll's pre- 
parations for the riſing in Scotland, exactly 
as Mr. Ferguſon had told me it before; but 


ſaid, Mr. F erguſon had charged him not to 


acquaint me with it, and aſſured him I knew 


nothing of it from him. I immediately 
acquainted captain Matthews with all the 
G 2 dit 
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diſcourſes that had paſſed between Mr. Fer er- 


guſon and me, which ſatisfied us both as to 
his honeſty and ſincerity; but his politicks We 
could not comprehend. 

Captain Matthews the ſame day 3 
to the duke of Monmouth, and in a day 
or two both came to Amſterdam, where the 


duke of Monmouth had a meeting the next 
night with my lord Melvin, Sir Patrick 


Hume, and two other Scotch gentlemen, 


whoſe names I knew not. I was preſent at 
their diſcourſe, which was about the riſing in 


Scotland that was intended ; they diſcourſed 
of it in general; but the particular manner 
of it, the place of landing, the aſſiſtance 
expected, and what preparations were made, 
I found they knew nothing of; only that 
my lord Argyll, who would be in the town 
the next night, would fully acquaint the 
duke of Monmouth with every thing: and 
did not doubt the giving him a full fatis- 


faction, as to the probability of ſucceſs, My 


lord Argyll came in a day or two, and waited 


on the duke of Monmouth at Mr. Dare's, 


where I then lodged with him: many Scotch 


gentlemen accompanied my lord, who, after 


the ceremony of a ſhort viſit, withdrew; my 
lord refuſing to acquaint any body W the 


2 1 par- 


- 1011 
particulars of his deſign, but the duke of 


Monmouth; upon which I retired, and left 


them together ſeveral hours. 
After my lord Argyll was gone, the duke 


of Monmouth told me he was abundantly 


ſatisfied with my lord Argyll's deſign, and 
the method he intended to uſe in the execu- 


tion; that he had provided between nine and ten 


thouſand Scotch arms, ſeveral field pieces, five 
hundred barrels of powder, a ſufficient quan- 
tity of bullet, and many other things neceſ- 
ſary for war; that he was buying three ſhips 
to tranſport himſelf, his friends, and ammu- 
nition, and ſhould be ready to ſait in a fort- 


night; but would ſtay till a riſing could be 
contrived in England, to keep time with his 
in Scotland, which would be of great advan- 


tage, by dividing your Majeſty's forces. 


While the duke of Monmouth was giving 


me this relation, Mr. Wade and Mr. Tyle 
came to wait on him, and told him that 
one Mr. Smith was come to Amſterdam, 
being ſent from England by major Wildman 
and others, and that if his Grace pleaſed, 
they would bring him to wait on him; 
which he appointed to be the next morning. 
The duke of Monmouth gave Mr. Wade 


and Mr, Tyle an account in general of my 


G 3 lord. 
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lord Argyll's affair; but ſoon found they 
knew the principal part of it; which ſur- 
prized him, conſidering my lord's great pre- 
tenſions to ſecrecy. Mr, Ferguſon came that 
night to us, and gave an account of Mr 
Smith's buſineſs in general in England, 
and deſired the duke of Monmouth's leave 
to bring him the next morning, that his 
Grace might receive a more particular re- 


lation. 


The next day Mr. Smith b true name 
is Cragg) came to wait on the duke of Mon- 


mouth, and gave him this following account 


of his buſineſs, I being preſent: That 
he was ſent from England by major Wild- 


man (who gave him money for his journey) 


to acquaint Mr. Ferguſon, and other out- 
laws in Amſterdam, that it was the deſire of 
all their friends, that there ſhould be a perfect 
reconciliation between the duke of Mon- 
mouth, my lord Argyll, and them; and that 
they ſhould uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
obtain it, to the end there might be a con- 


junction of counſels for the redemption of 


three kingdoms; and that he was alſo ordered 
to enquire, in what forwardneſs the Scotch 
affair was. The duke of Monmouth aſked 
him, if he had any meflage to him: he replied, 


thoſe 
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thoſe that ſent him did not know he ſhould 


have the honour to ſee him. I aſked him 
who knew of his coming and buſineſs, and 
gave that advice he had mentioned, beſides 
major Wildman who ſent him. He anſwered, 
many knew of his being ſent; but thoſe he 

had ſpoke with. at his coming away, and who 
gave the advice, was my lord Devonſhire, 
Mr. Freake, Mr. Hambden, and major 
Wildman, and others he named of the city, 


whom I have forgot. I aſked him, what 


diſcourſe he had with them or others, about 
the preſent poſture of affairs in England, and 
the general inclinations of the people. He an- 
{wered, my lord Devonſhire commanded 
him, when he parted from him, to aſſure 


thoſe gentlemen he was to ſee beyond ſea, 
that no man in England was more ready to 


draw his ſword than himſelf, and it was alſo 


the inclination of the people. It was the 


opinion of all he converſed with, that if the 
duke of Monmouth landed any where in 
England, with a ſwitch in his hand, he 


might march with ſafety to Whitehall, there 


Vas ſuch an univerſal longing for him. 


| Upon his naming my lord Devonſhire, 1 
fuſpected the truth of his relation; and aſked 


him how he came to have that intimacy with 
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my lord Devonſhire, that his lordſhip mould 
talk ſo freely with him; that my lord was 
never looked upon as one likely to engage in 
ſuch an undertaking, and had not formerly 
been concerned with us; and that now being 
come to a plentiful fortune, living at eaſe, 
and in ſafety, it was ſtrange his lordſhip 
ſhould be ſo forward to hazard his life and 


eſtate, having never been applied to (as I 


knew of) in ſuch a matter. He replied, that 
my lord Devonſhire had received too ma- 
ny marks of his fidelity, to diſtruſt it, and 


that Mr. Ferguſon and others in Holland 


knew very well that he had been employed 
by ſome in London to diſperſe thoſe books 
which gave an account of my lord Eſſex's 
death; and that ſeveral gentlemen had been 


ſo induſtrious to detect that hard murder, 
that they had done it beyond all contradiction, 


having received a full account of it from one 
who was preſent at the time of its being 
committed, and was now ſafely diſpoſed of: 
that he had been often with my lord Devon 


ſhire from thoſe gentlemen about that affair, 


and that my lord was fully acquainted with 
all the particulars of that aſſaſſination, and if 
his late Majeſty had lived but a little longer, 


did reſolve to ſay it openly before him in 


COun- 


l 
council, but now reſerved it for the approach- 
ing parliament, and would then bring it in 
before the houſe of lords. He added farther, 
that my lord Devonſhire's friends were in 
great apprehenſion that his lordſhip would be 
aſſaſſinated; for that it was known at White- 


hall, that his lordſhip had fully diſcovered 


the murder of my lord Eſſex, and was 
maſter of all the parts of that affair, both as 
to the contrivance and execution; and there- 
fore they adviſed my lord to keep within, 


or retire into the country till the parlia- 


ment's fitting. He ſaid his lordſhip being a 


brave man, would not follow advice that 
looked like fear, tho' he was apprehenſive 
that his life was in danger, and that there 
would be attempts to murder him, to ſtifle 
the diſcovery, which was not likely to be un- 
dertaken afterwards by one of his quality. Mr. 
Smith argued upon this his reſolution, that 
my lord Devonſhire being ſo obnoxious at 
court, and in danger of his life, and for- 
merly ſo zealous an aſſertor of the laws and 


liberties of England, which were now almoſt 


deſtroyed; it was not to be wondered at 


that his lordſhip was now ſo forward to 


engage for the redemption of his countrymen, 
and ſafety of his own perſon, 


After 


iY 
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After this diſcourſe Mr. Smith withdrew, 
and was ordered to come again another day; 
and I being alone with the duke of Mon- 
mouth, he aſked me, whom I thought moſt 
proper for him .to adviſe with on that ſide 
the water, about the management of the great 
affair he was undertaking, I told him Mr. 
Wade and Mr. Tyle were men of good 
underſtanding, and could give him the beſt 
account of the weſtern counties where they 
had lived, and that Mr, Ferguſon and Mr, 
Goodenough could do the like for London; 
but that Mr. Goodenough was then at Lunen- 
burgh. The duke of Monmouth had not the 
beſt opinion of Mr. Ferguſon's ſecrecy; and 
tho' he did not diſtruſt his fidelity to him, yet 
he thought he had as many confidents as 
acquaintance ; and therefore reſolved to con- 
ceal from him his place of ſending, the 
names of ſome he intended to ſend, and the 
time of his going; the other three he ap- 
proved of, and ſent that night for Mr. Wade 
and Mr, Tyle to his chamber, where none 
were preſent but the duke of Monmouth, 
theſe two, and myſelf, After many diſ- 
courſes of the time and manner of riſing, 
and the place where we ſhould land, we were 
all of this opinion, That the Weſt was the 

beſt 


11 


beſt poſt for the duke of Monmouth, and 


Lyme the moſt convenient part to land at; 
taht a gentleman ſhould be ſent to our friends 
of the weſtern counties, who had formerly 


been truſted, to prepare them for our recep- 


tion; that the lords and gentlemen of Che- 


5 e in whom we could confide, ſhould 


be alſo applied to, that they might riſe 


when they heard we were landed, which 


would divide your Majeſty's forces; and 
that our friends in London ſhould bn ac- 
quainted of it. They were not deſired to 
ſtir till your Majeſty ſhould march from 


London towards us (which we were ſo weak 


to imagine) or ſend moſt of your forces 


thence; but above all things we reſolved 
that our riſing in the Weſt ſhould be as near 


the time of my lord Argyll's as poſſible; for 


we were in great apprehenſion, that if my 


lord landed any conſiderable time before us, 
your Majeſty would ſecure moſt of our friends 
in England, at leaſt all ſuſpected to be ſo. 


Our next conſideration was money; but the 
getting it we thought the greateſt difficulty 


wie had to encounter, and therefore 6000 1. 
was all we intended to demand ; which toge- 


ther with what the duke of Monmouth could 
borrow upon his plate and jewels, we hoped 
would 


4 


C 108 
would be enough for our enterprize. The 
duke of Monmouth pitched upon captain 
Matthews, as the propereſt perſon to employ 
to the lords and gentlemen of Cheſhire ; one 
Mr. Baſcomb to the weſtern gentlemen ; and 
one Mr, Smith to our friends in London ; of 
whom Mr. Wade, Mr. Tyle, and Mr. Fer- 
guſon gave (as they thought) a very good 
character ; aſſuring the duke of Monmouth 
that he had diſperſed many of the books 


relating to my lord of Eſſex's death, and had 


been ſent over to them with money, and 
employed in London according to the account 


he had given, and in every thing be haved 


himſelf very faithfully. Purfuart to the re- 


ſolutions taken, the duke of Monmouth ſent 
captain Matthews to my lord Devonſhire, 
lord Macclesfield, lord Delamere, lord Bran- 
don, Mr. Charlton, and major Wildman : 
To major Wildman he gave him a tokea 
(formerly agreed on between the major and 


himſelf) by which he might be ſure that cap- 
tain Matthews came from him, and might 
recommend him to the perſons abovenamed; 
the token was this, that the major had ſhewed 
the duke of Monmouth a paper indented, 


and gave him another which matched it, 
which was to be ſent by him to the major 


when 


%% 
when he employed any one to him about 
buſineſs of importance. The inſtructions given 
to Matthews were as follow: That he ſhould 


_ acquaint the noblemen and gentlemen before 


mentioned, that there was a perfect reconcilia- 
tion and agreement between the duke of Mon- 


mouth, my lord Argyll, and all their friends on 
our fide the water; that my lord Argyll had 


given the duke of Monmouth a particular 


account of his preparations for Scotland, his 


correſpondence there, of the aſſiſtance pro- 
miſed him, and of all the ſteps he intended 


to take when landed; with which he was ſo 
well ſatisfied, that he thought in all probabi- 
lity my lord Argyll would be maſter of 
Scotland in a ſhort time, if not prevented by 
forces from England: it was therefore thought 


highly neceſſary, that a riſing in England 


ſhould keep time with that in Scotland 
(which would give a diverſion) and that 


tho' my lord Argyll would be ready to fail 
in a fortnight, yet he would ſtay as long as 
poſſible without prejudicing his deſign, that 


there might be preparations made for the war 


in England: that the duke of Monmouth 


thought the Welt the propereſt place for him 


to land in, and deſired my lords Macclesfield, 
Delamere, and RN Tec that they mould 


not 
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not take it ill, that he declined Cheſhire, it 
being impoſſible for him to get thither with- 
out great danger ; and they men of quality 
and intereſt in their country, there was leſs 
need of his preſence than in the Weſt, where 
there was no man of quality great enough to 
pretend to command an army, and to whom 


the gentry would readily pay obedience ; that 
he deſired them to make ſpeedy preparations 


in Cheſhire for the riſing there, tho' he 
did not deſire it ſhould be till they heard he 
was actually in arms in the Weſt, that they 
may have time to form an army into ſome 
order before they could be attacked; and 
that when they were, he believed it could 


be but weakly, imagining the greateſt ſtrength 


would be ſent againſt him: that he left it to 
my lord Devonſhire's choice, whether he 
would riſe in Derbyſhire, and join my lord 
Macclesfield in Cheſhire, or come to him 


fingly in the Welt ; but if he might preſcribe 


to his lordſhip, he defired he would do the 


former, which he thought would be of 
greater uſe: that Charlton and his ſon ſhould 
go into Shropſhire, if it were thought they 
could be more ſerviceable there than in Lon- 
don, otherwiſe continue in town for that 
riſing. Matthews was allo ordered to defire 
major 
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major Wildman to procurea meeting between 


the lords (that they might agree all things 
between themſelves) and to aſſure them, 
if they had any advice to offer the duke of 


Monmouth, of his ready compliance; but of 
all things he recommended to them expedi- 


tion, that all might be ready before the ſit- 


ting of the parliament; for he thought the 


propereſt time for him to land was a day or 
two before their meeting, for that then moſt 
of thoſe who would oppoſe us, would be in 


town, and only our friends, who had notice 


of our coming, ready in the country to receive 


us; that the lord-lieutenants, deputy lieu- 


tenants, and other militia officers would be 


in the parliament, or in London, which 
would prevent the militia being raiſed againſt 
us, by which means we ſhould get moſt of 
their arms and horſes, and have the aſſiſt- 


ance of thoſe among them who were iuclined 
to us. What further inſtructions were given 
to Matthews I know not, for the duke of 
Monmouth ſaw him laſt at Rotterdam, where 
I was not, and ſent him away from thence 


by the way of Calais; but the duke of Mon- 


mouth told me afterwards, that he had or- 
dered him to ſpeak to Mr. Langſton and 
one Mr. Nedly or Medly (who were officers 
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in your Majeſty's guards) and to ſome other 
officers who were his friends; but I am not 


| ſure he named them to me, or if he did, I 


have forgot their names, 
Immediately after Matthews was gone, the 


duke of Monmouth ſent Mr. Badſcomb for the 


Weſt, but ordered him to go by London, and 
recommended him to Matthews, by the ſame 
token he had given Matthews to major Wild- 


man, to the end he might be introduced by 
him to my lord Brandon, and by him to the 


other lords, to confirm what Matthews had 
acquainted them with. After that he was 


ordered to find out Mr. Freake as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible, who we knew would be zealous to 


ſerve our deſign, and had a general acquaint- 


ance in the weſtern counties, and particularly 
with moſt of the gentlemen Mr. Badſcomb 
was to apply to, which were theſe, Sir Fran- 


cis Rowles, Sir Walter Young, Sir Francis 


Drake, Mr. Stroud, Mr. Trenchard, Mr, 


Hucker of Taunton, and ſeveral others in 


and about that town. Mr. Badſcomb's inſtruc- 


tions were much the ſame as captain Mat- 


thews's: he was to acquaint thoſe gentlemen. 


with the Scotch affair, with the three riſings 
intended in England, and that the duke of 
Monmouth's poſt would be in the Weſt with 
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them, where he did defire they would pre- 
pare their friends for the receiving him againſt 
the beginning of May; and that for powder, 
arms, and all forts of ammunition for war, 


he would bring them with him. At the ſame 


time Mr. Smith was diſpatched for London, 
who was to ſpeak to -my lord Devonſhire, 
colonel Danvers, major Wildman, Mr. Hamb⸗ 
den, major Bremen, Mr. Diſney, Mr. Thim- 
bleton, Mr. White or Whitehead, Mr. Hop- 


per, and many others I remember not. The 
inſtructions to Mr. Smith were generally the 


ſame as thoſe to captain Matthews, but with 
this difference, that the duke of Monmouth's 


intention of landing in the Weſt was not told 


him, for we deſigned that a ſecret to all thoſe 
he was to ſpeak to, but thoſe whom Mat- 


thews was ſent to acquaint with it; and 


therefore Smith, as to our landing, was 
ordered only to tell them, that the duke of 
Monmouth would certainly land before the 


parliament ſat, in ſome county at a conſider- 


able diſtance from London, where the lords 


who were his friends ſhould adviſe him; 


and that he deſired them and the reſt of his 
friends in the city, not to ſtir till your Majeſty 


ſhould march with your forces from London, 
or ſend the greateſt part of them thence; and 
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that be did deſign one inſurrection in Cheſhire, 
and another in ſome other county, where he 
would be himſelf: and to my lord Devonſhire 
he was ordered to make a compliment from the 


duke of Monmouth, aſſuring his lordſhip 
of his entire friendſhip, and of the great joy 


he had to hear of his lordſhip's good intentions, 
and that he had ſent captain Matthews to him 
and the reſt of the lords, to acquaint them 


with the poſture of the Scotch affair, and his 
_ own deſigns as to England ; ; upon which he 


deſired their opinions, and did engage to 
them, that if they gave their words to cap- 
tain Matthews, that they would riſe with 
him, he ould venture his life upon them, 
and land as near the time he had named to 
them, as his preparations would give him 
leave, To major Wildman, Mr. Hambden, 
and Mr. Charlton, he was ordered to apply 
for the 60001. and to them only. Theſe 
were all the inſtructions given to captain Mat- 
thews, Mr. Badſcomb, and Mr. Smith, to 
the beſt of my remembrance at preſent. If 
they had any other private inſtructions, they 
were not known to me: they were all or- 
dered to make what haſte back again they 
could. Soon after theſe gentlemen were gone, 


my couſin Henry Ireton came over from 


* 


[ 115 ] 


England to me about my own private 
affairs, but in a very unfortunate time for 


him; for before he came he knew nothing 
of our treaſonable intentions, but was ac- 
quainted with them by us, and ſent back to 


England by the duke of Monmouth, with 


the ſame inſtructions; and to the fame per- 


Tons that Matthews was ſent, as the duke of 
Monmouth told me, for I was not preſent 


when he received chica nor did I ſee him 
afterwards, being at Amſterdam when the 
duke of Monmouth gave him his orders at 
Rotterdam: From thence he went ſtraight to 
the Brille over for England in the packet-boat. 

Our meſſengers being all thus diſpatched for 


England, we began to conſider the ſtrength 


of your Majeſty's forces, and the aſſiſtance 


you might poſſibly have from abroad; and 


ſome among us were afraid that the French 


king would ſend your Majeſty ſome of his 


forces if you required them; but the duke of 


Monmouth and myſelf were leſs apprehenſive 
than the reſt, having ſome reaſons to believe, 
that the French king would have his hands 


too full at that time to give the aſſiſtance of 


his forces abroad: However we did not diſ- 


approve of a propoſition made by Mr. Fergu- 
Ton t to this * that there being four of 
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the chiefeſt * (as they call them) of 


Amſterdam of his acquaintance, who knew 
in general of the Scotch affair (and had ſafely 
inquired of him if nothing in England could 
be done of that kind) they ſhould be applied 
to, as from the duke of Monmouth, and 
only in general acquainted with our defign in 
England, and aſked that if the French king 
ſhould aſſiſt againſt us, what we might expect 
from their ſtate. Mr. Ferguſon named the 
four lords, but J remember two only, mon- 
fieur Haddaw, and monſieur Boreale the 


ſcout of Amſterdam. Mr. Dare knowing 


Boreale very well, was ordered to diſcourſe 
with him according to Mr. Ferguſon's pro- 
poſition, and Mr. Ferguſon undertook to 
manage his own project himſelf with the 
other three. The greateſt advantage we pro- 
miſed ourſelves from theſe lords, was intelli- 


gence of what paſſed at the Hague, and a 
connivance at our preparations, both of 


which we expected, knowing they wiſhed 
well to our undertakings, and would be 
obliged by the truſt we repoſed in them, Mr. 
Ferguſon in a few days brought this anſwer 
from monſieur Haddaw and the other lords, 
that they could not take upon them to ſay 


what the States would do in ſuch a caſe as we 


had 
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had ſtated to them, nor was it proper for 


them to inquire of any, but that we might 


well imagine, it being the intereſt of their 


ſtate to ſupport the proteſtant intereſt in 


Europe, they would not willingly ſee it 
deſtroyed in England, and that for their own 
particulars, they were infinitely obliged to us 
for the confidence we had in them, and 
wiſhed well to us and our defign. The 
anſwer from monſieur Boreale was much to 


the ſame purpoſe, but with this addition, 


that he would conſtantly acquaint us with the 
demands of your Majeſty's envoy, the States 
reſolutions upon them, and with whatever 
he heard that concerned us, and that we 


might promiſe our ſelves ſafety in that city, 


for he would execute no orders to our preju- 


dice without giving us timely notice to prepare 
for him, His intelligence afterwards was of 
that uſe to us, that without it, neither my 


lord Argyll nor the duke of Monmouth could 


have ſailed from Amſterdam with their pro- 


viſions for war, ſuch a prodigious noiſe did 
they make through all Holland, It would 
be very tedious to acquaint your Majeſty with 
the many deſigns we had to apply ourſelves 
to ſeveral princes in, Germany and to the 


| * of Swedeland for aſſiſtance, and of very 


II 3 little 
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litele 1 I "EN for your Majeſty to know: 


Therefore I ſhall return to our meſſengers 


ſent into England, who had been gone three 


weeks, and had given us no account of their 


ſucceſs. At laſt the duke of Monmouth 


received a letter from captain Matthews writ 
after the ſtyle of a merchant ; but where the 


viſible letter ended, there began another 
which appeared when wetted with a water 
for that purpoſe, the ſubſtance of it was as 


near as I can remember to this purpoſe : That 
he had been with major Wildman, who told 
him there never was ſuch a ferment in Eng- 
land as at that time, occaſioned by the great 
heats at elections, and there was a general 


inclination in the kingdom to riſe, but that 


ſome of the gentry, he feared, were not to be 
relied on: however he would obey the duke 
of Monmonth's commands, and nothing 
ſhould be neglected, and did believe the 
affairs of Scotland would be a ſufficient ſpur 
to all that were backward in England, 
About this time my lordArgyll being preſſed 
by his correſpondents i in Scotland to delay no 


longer coming, and being at a great expence 


in maintaining the Scotch officers he got, and 
many other poor Scotchmen, and finding by 
Matthews's letter a 3 good account 

England, 


| 

| 

E: 
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England, reſolved to get all things ready 
for his voyage, that he might have it in 
his power to fail in a day or two's warning 
if he pleaſed. To that end he ſent for his 
_ officers and others (whom he had diſperſed in 

ſeveral parts of Frizeland and ſome towns in 


Holland) to Amſterdam, where he had pro- 


vided them lodgings by fours and fives to a 
| houſe, commanding them to keep very pri- 
vate; but contrary to thoſe orders they ap- 
peared ſo publickly in all parts of Amſterdam, 
and in ſuch numbers, that they were in two 


or three days as much ſtared at and talked of, 
as the Bantummites when they were here, 


and all people in Holland diſcourſed publickly 


of my lord Argyll's expedition; upon that he 
reſolved to be gone: but that which inclined 
him moſt to it was a meſſage we received by 


Mr. Dare from monſieur Boreale to this 


effect: That my lord Argyll's deſign was ſo 
public at the Hague, that Mr. Skelton would 
certainly in a day or two require the States to 


ſeize his ſhips, which they could not refuſe 
if any proof were made (as he heard there 
would be) of the expedition they were going 
upon; and that then it would not be in the 
power of the lords of the admiralty (tho' he 
had friends there) to delay the ſtopping him 
8 H 4 above 
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above two or three days. Upon this meſſage 
my lord was ſo alarmed, that he went on 
board with his friends in ſuch haſte, that he 
was forced to ſtay four or five days after in 
the Zuder ſea, to take on board his arms and 
ammunition. The money my lord had to 
make his preparations was, as J have been 
informed, 70 O0 l. or more, from Mrs. Smith; 
a 1000 l. from Mr. Badſcomb; near a 1000 |, 
from Mr. Locke; a 1000 l. from a merchant 
who died in Holland very lately, I have at 
preſent forgot his name, but may remember it 
when I hear 1t; what other ſums of money 
he had I know not. Soon after my lord 
Argyll's departure, Mr. Dare received a letter 
from one in Taunton, which under a cant 
gave a good account of our affairs there, and 
another letter came to one Mr. Scroope (who 
lodges at Mr. Dare's) from his mother who 
lived near Briſtol; ſhe. told him in it, that 
Mr. had been in the Weſt, and had 
lodg ed at her houſe; by which we imagined 
our intelligence from Taunton was by his 
directions. Upon the receipt of theſe letters 
and that from Matthews formerly mentioned, 
the duke of Monmouth being encouraged 
(and having given his word to my lord Argyll 
to make all the haſte he could for England) 
imme- 


1121 1 
immediately beſpoke his arms and ammuniti- 
on, and the buying two ſhips to tranſport them, 
and engaged his jewels, plate, and a great 
quantity of goods to Mr. Waſhington, for the 
payment of 32000 gilders; which ſum he 
received, and thought would be ſufficient 


| till the 60001. expected from England was 


returned, Soon after theſe preparations Mr. 


Smith came to us from England, the exact 


time I know not, but I remember he gave us 
a particular account of your Majeſty's corona- 
tion, and ſaid, if it had not been for the great 
induſtry of colonel Danvers and others of our 
friends in the city, there had been a riſing at 
that time, which was deſigned by ſome hot 
headed men in London, who had drawn 
ſeveral of their friends from Hertfordſhire and 
Eſſex to London to the number of 500, with 
intention to oppoſe your Majeſty's coronation ; 
Which they had attempted if they had not 
been aſſured from good hands that the duke 
of Monmouth would land very ſuddenly, 
and defired to have patience till that time. 
From major Wildman he brought this meſ- 
ſage, that according to the duke of Mon- 
mouth's command he had diſcourſed with the 
lords and others, that they were all of opi- 
nion the * of England were generally 
inclined 
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inclined to riſe, but they thought the proper- 
eſt time to riſe would be after my lord Argyll's 
landing, for that would put fire in all, and 
your Majeſty would certainly ſend againſt him 
ſome of your forces in England, which would 
ſo weaken your Majeſty here, that when we 
landed we ſhould meet with little oppoſition. 
Me laughed at the advice, and looked upon it 
as major Wildman's only, whom we thought 
ſo blinded by fear at our near approach to 
action, that he did not ſee the folly of his 
advice, and the weakneſs of his argument 
upon it, nor the danger he was expoſed to if 
we delayed long, after my lord Argyll's land- 
ing: as for the 60001. he ſaid they could 
not raiſe it, and ſend it over without great 
danger of diſcovery, nor did he think it 
neceſſary for us to make any great preparation 
of arms, the people of England being well 
armed ; that he adviſed the duke of Mon- 
mouth above all things to take upon him the 
title of King (and uſed many arguments for 
it too tedious to repeat) and that he ſhould 
3 himſelf if poſſible of a broad ſeal, 


and threaten great ſeverities in his declaration 5 


to all that oppoſed him. | 

The duke of Monmouth aſked Mr. Smith 
if he had been with my lord Devonſhire, 
BY and 


{i vas J 
and he replied no, but major Wildman had 
ſpoke with his lordſhip, and had commanded 
him to aſſure his Grace from him, that he 


might depend upon my lord's doing all things 


for his ſervice that he could expect from him. 
He aſked him if he had ſeen the reſt of the 


lords; he ſaid yes, at major Wildman's when 


he received his inſtructions, Charlton being 
bid to name who he ſaw there, he ſaid, my 


lord Macclesfied, lord Delamere, and lord 


Brandon; but afterwards recollecting himſelf, 


he faid, one of them was not come to town, 
but expected daily, and named either my 
| lord Macclesfield or my lord Brandon as the 
abſent perſon, but which of them I cannot 


remember; the reſt he ſaid were there. As 
to our friends in the city, he faid they were 
all ready, but very impatient ; however would 
obey the commands he had given them from 
his Grace, and that they had prepared above 
zoo men, as well horſed and armed, as the 
guards in London and Weſtminſter, who 
upon the news of his Grace's landing ſhould 
come to him, and that there was alſo a con- 
ſiderable number of horſe in Bedfordſhire and 


| Buckinghamſhire well armed, acquainted 


with, and prepared for his landing, who 
were reſolved to do the like: That Mr. 


* 
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Hooper had ſpoke to Sir Francis Rowles, 
who would riſe in Hampſhire and join his 
Grace if poſſible, for it was believed he would 
chuſe one of the weſtern counties to land in; 
that all his friends in London begged of him 


to lay his commands upon Sir Robert Payton 


to continue in London for that riſing (where 
he would be of great uſe) otherwiſe he would 
certainly come to him at his landing. The 
duke of Monmouth aſked Mr. Smith how 
the 500 horſe ſhould get from London to 
him; their meeting together was impoſſible 
without being obſerved, and then they would 
be attacked by the horſe guards: to which he 
anſwered, that when they knew exactly the 
time of his Grace's landing, they would a 
little before diſperſe ſome of them in the 
little towns near London and in the country 
thereabouts; that ſeveral ſhould go to Epſom 
under pretence of drinking the waters, and 
that if his Grace would ſet a man on ſhore in 
his voyage to his port, to bring them news 
to London of his being upon the coaſt, and 


at what place he would land, they ſhould 


have the intelligence before your Majeſty, and 
that then thoſe who were quartered at Epſom 
ſhould ſurprize your Majeſty's forces at King- 
ſton, and the like ſhould be done at Stanes 


and 
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and Egham, and thoſe who were in London 
would agree with the others of a general ren- 
dezvous at ſome ſmall diſtance from hence, 
where being all in a body, they cou make 
their way to his Grace. 

The duke of Monmouth 1 diſap- 
pointed of the ſix thouſand pounds he ex- 
pected from England, and thinking it ne- 
ceſſary to provide a frigate to convoy him 
over, treated with one monſieur de Blund, 
a Dutch merchant, to lend him more money 
on his goods in Mr. Waſhington's hands; 
which he undertook, and engaged to pay 
Mr. Waſhington the 32000 gilders, and to 
make that up ſeventy thouſand gilders to 
the duke of Monmouth; which ſam he did 
lend him, but deſired ki to increaſe his 
ſecurity if poſſible ; whereupon the duke of 
Monmouth ſent Mr. Bernadiſton with a 
letter to Mr. Papillon, giving him an ac- 
count of his preſent occaſion for money, and 
deſiring him to lend him what he could con- 
veniently ſpare: Mr. Bernadiſton's private 
inſtructions were, that if he could get no 
ready money from him, he ſhould try if he 
would accept a bill for five hundred pounds, 
payable at three months ſight to Monſieur 
de Blund: what anſwer Mr. Bernadiſton 
had I have forgot; but I am ſure no mo- 
ney came, nor was any bill fign'd, Mr. 
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Mr. Showers (Mr. Bernadiſton's tutor) 
was alſo ſent by the duke of Monmouth to 
Sir Patience Ward, with a letter to the ſame 
purpoſe, as that to Mr. Papillon, but with 
better ſucceſs, for Sir Patience engaged to 

y five hundred pounds to Mr. Showers, 
which he made over to Monſieur de Blund, 
as a further ſecurity for the money he had 
ſent. The duke of Monmouth had money 
preſented by Mrs. Smith, Mr, Lock, Mon- 
fieur Oylinbrooke, Monſieur de Blund, Mr. 
Bernadiſton and one or two more, whass 
names I do not remember; nor do I KNOW 
the ſums that were given him. 

A great part of the goods made over as a 
ſecurity for the ſeventy thouſand gilders, 
were my lady Henrietta Wentworth's, of 
her mother's, but I cannot diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the duke of Monmouth's and theirs. 
About a week or ten days after Smith's 


coming to Amſterdam, one Mr. Jones came 


to us, being ſent by our friends in London ; 
the account he gave of things exactly agreed 
with what Mr. Smith had told us ; but the 
chief end of his coming was to haſten us 
over with all convenient ſpeed, for it was 
greatly feared ſome hot-headed action would 
be attempted by ſome in London, which 
was once prevented before the coronation z 


the 
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the particulars of that deſign he gave the 


very ſame account of, as Mr. Smith had 


done, and alſo of the horſe that were ready 


in London, to come to the duke of Mon- 


mouth at his landing, the manner of their 
getting out of town, and their intentions to 


ſurpriſe your Majeſty's forces in the towns 
before named, and I think did alſo mention 
Uxbridge as another town, where your Majeſty 


had forces, which they deſigned alſo to attack. 


About a week after Jones's arrival our 


frigate was ready to put to fea, for which we 


had waited fourteen days, after all our other 
preparations were ready, which were as fol. 
lows, 1460 ſuits of defenſive arms; 100 
muſquets and bandaliers; 50 pikes; 
many ſwords; 250 8 of powder, _ 
ſides what was provided for the frigate ; a 
ſmall number of double carabins and piſtols, 


the quantity of them I cannot remember: 


our frigate carried two and. thirty guns, and 


we had beſides four ſmall field-pieces. 


All things being ready for our expedition, 
the duke of Monmouth ſent Mr. Smith. 
back again, for England, to acquaint major 
Wildman and all the lords, and all the 
reſt of our friends, that he would fail by 
that time Smith could get to them, and 


therefore deſired they would be ready in their 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral poſts; that he had followed their 
advice of ſtaying till my lord Argyll was 
landed, againſt his will, being diſappointed 
of money, but that if he could have come 
ſooner he would, knowing that my lord 
Argyll intended to mention his landing in 
England to encourage his own countrymen ; 
upon which he feared many in England 


would be ſecured ; that he would not fail to 
ſet one on ſhore in his voyage to his port, 
Who ſhould bring them notice of his being 


upon the coaſt, and of the place where they 
ſhould come to him. After Mr. Smith was 


gone, the winds being contrary, and very 
tempeſtuous ſeveral days, the duke of Mon- 


mouth ſent Mr. Jones for England, with 
the ſame meſſage to our friends as he had 


done by Mr. Smith, and gave him a paper 


ſealed up which he obliged him to promiſe 
not to open till he was at ſea, wherein he 
named the place he would land at, that Mr. 
Jones might conduct our friends from Lon- 


don to us, Two or three days after Mr. 


Jones was gone we went of a Saturday 
night on board two lighters at Amſterdam, 
which were to carry us on board our ſhips 
at the Texell. The winds being contrary 


and blowing very hard, we did not get thi- 
ther till Saturday following, and then we 


were 
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were hopped * by an order from the 


States General, of which we had notice 


enough given us, and directions how to obey; 
which we obſerved the next morning by 


ſetting ſail, though we were under arreſt. 
The wind was ſo contrary moſt part of our 


voyage, that we were eighteen days between 
Amſterdam and Lime. The night before 


our landing we ſet Mr. Dare on ſhore, 
who was ordered to go to Mr. Speaker and 
give notice of our being come, that intelli- 


gence of it might be ſent from thence to all 


our friends in that country, and to thoſe at 


London ; which was accordingly done. 


Two or three days after our landing, cap- 


tain Matthews came to us, and with him 
Mr. Thomas Hooper, and Mr. Legge. 
Matthews had promiſed us that all the lords 


had aſſured him to riſe in Hampſhire, and 


that there would be a riſing alſo in and about 


Limington, and he thought they would join 


with my lord Wiltſhire, and force their way 
to us; any other way, they all faid, it was 
almoſt impoſſible for our friends to get to 
us, the country was ſo guarded, and all 
travellers fo ſtrictly examined: which intel- 
ligence we ſoon found true, by thoſe who 


came to us ſcatteringly from London, and 


alſo that our longer voyage was the octaſion 


I | of 
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of the country's being ſo ready to oppoſe us, 
your Majeſty having had notice of our being 
gone from Amſterdam a conſiderable time 
before we landed. Mr. Badſcomb told us 
that Sir Francis Rowles and Mr. Stroud 
were priſoners, otherwiſe would have been 
with us, but Sir Walter Yonge was very 
cool in the matter; which we wondered at, 
who knew how active he had been in my 
lord Ruſſel's time: Mr. Trenchard, he ſaid, 
was gone for France, The Day we marched 
from two men came to us, from 
our friends in London, they were recom. 
mended to major Morley and Mr. Jones; 
their buſineſs was to acquaint the duke of 
Monmouth, that ſeveral thouſands were 
liſted in London, and were to be under the 
command of colonel Danvers, unleſs his 
Grace appointed another head : that they 
were ready to riſe, and could do ſo with 
great ſafety (as they believed) your Majeſty 
having ſent many of your guards from Lon- 
don, and thoſe forces your Majeſty had 
newly raiſed had many among them, 
ſeveral others, who were our friends ; that 
the reaſon of - their not riſing before was, 
their expectations of the Cheſhire riſing 
(which they till daily aſſured us of) and 
the news of his Grace's being blocked up in 
Taynton, 
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Taunton, and the not having received his 


commands to ſtir. The duke of Monmouth 


ſent them immediately back again to Lon- 


don, and with them a ſervant of his own, 


that had formerly waited on his children; 
their inſtructions were to tell our friends, 


that he was aſſured there would be ſuddenly 
a riſing in Cheſhire, but however would not 


have them delay rifing, if they could with 


a fair proſpect of ſucceſs. That he defired 
them to ſend them down Sir Robert Payton 


if they could ſpare him, and that as for 
colonel Danvers, he thought him a proper 
perſon to command them. At their p parting 
from us they aſſured the duke of Mon- 


mouth he ſhould hear they were actually in 


arms in five or ſix days, tho' they feared 


many of their ſpies were ſecured, which 


they had heard ſince they came from London, 
but did not know who they were, 

Five or ſix days after, the duke of Mon- 
mouth ſent his chaplain Mr. Hooke to 


London, with poſitive orders to our friends 


to riſe, and that with all the ſpeed they 


could: major Manley, Mr. Ferguſon and 


Mr. Jones gave him tokens to thoſe he was 
to ſpeak with. A day or two after he was 
gone, major Manley's ſon, who had been in 
priſon, came with this meſſige to the duke 
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of Monmouth from major Wildman's wite, 
that Mr. Indenture (by which was meant 
major Wildman) did aſſure his Grace, that 
my lord Delamere was gone into Cheſhire 
to riſe, and that he might depend upon it ; 
and that our friends in London were all ready 
to riſe alſo, and expected only his command ; 
and that as for himſelf he was ready to be 
diſpoſed of by him, how, and where he 
pleaſed, Major Manley's ſon came from 
London very near the time of the other two 
meſſengers who were returned, but whether 
Juſt before or after I cannot tell. Upon re- 
ceiving this meſſage, the duke of Monmouth 
ſent next morning major Manley for London, 
with orders for their ſpeedy riſing, and to 
aſſiſt them himſelf, and to deſire major 
Wildman to do ſo. This was the laſt meſ- 
ſage the duke of Monmouth ſent to London, 
within two or three days after God — 
us into your Majeſty's hands. 


FORD GREY. 


Memorandum, That the original of this infor- 
mation, being ſeven ſheets of paper, was 
ſigned by the late lord GREY, October the 

16th, 1685, before the earl of 


SUNDERLAND. 
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